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TAEUON,  Korea  (BP) — It  was 
a  small  padcafe. 

Southern  Baptist  missionary 
RoUa  M.  Bradley  ot  Taejon  didnU 
recognise  the  sender’s  name 
when  the  clerk  at  the  Baptist 
Bookstore  handed  it  to  him  so  he 
simply  tossed  the  packet  into  the 
back  seat  and  drove  on  to  a  church 
appointment 

Late  that  evealsg  at  home, 
Bradley  opened  the  package.  In¬ 
side  were  two  pairs  of  men’s  socks 
and  a  letter  from  a  man  he  didn’t 
Imw,  a  minor  criminal  serving 
time  doing  maintenance  work  at  a 
Korean  Army  base  near  the 


southern  edge  of  the  Korean  De- 
nriilitarized  Zone. 

Last  June,  Bradley  land  four 
Korean  Baptist  pastors  held 
evangelistic  services  in  the  area 
where  the  man  was  working. 

“I  want  to  send  these  two  pair  of 
socks  to  you.  missionary,”  the 
man  wrote.  ”I  want  to  thank  you 
for  coming  to  the  base  where  I  am 
and  preadting  about  Jesus  Christ 
I  am  so  happy  I  heard  and  have 
accepted  Jesus  as  my  Lord.” 

“As  I  write  I  look  at  the  socks  I 
am  wearing,”  Bradley  said,  “and 
I  see  the  most  beautiful  pair  of 
socks  I  have  ever  worn.” 
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Moslem  opposition 


Indonesian^,  Baptists 

♦ 

agree  to  mcjve  hospiti 


Permanent  visas  now  will 
go  to  Brazil  missionaries 


^  In  earlier  negotiations  about  moving 
the  homital,  the  Indonesian  govern¬ 
ment  (iifered  several  rural  sites  m 
southern  Sumatra.  Atfirstthis  ^med 
promising  because  of  strong  Baptist 
work  among  homesteaders-  who  have 
migrated  from  the  overcrowded  island 
of  Java.  But  then  it  became  apparent 
that  operating  a  50-bed  hospital  would 
not  be  feasible  at  the  places  indicated . 

With  the  new  location  near  Tan- 
jung^arang,  the  hospital  should  profit 
front  both  rural  and  urban  contacts. 
Most  buses  from  homesteading  tracts 
come  to  a  terminal  near  the  new  site, 
which  should  make  it  easy  for  patients 
to  get  to  the  hospital.  Nearness  to  the 
city  should  facilitate  transportation, 
communication  and  supplies. 

(Mcpirath  is  missionary  press  rep¬ 
resentative  in  Indonesia.)  ' 


By  Erich  Bridges 

BRASILIA.  Brazil  (BP)— A  new 
immigration  law  in  Brazil  restores  the 
privilege  of  foreign  missionaries  to  ob¬ 
tain  permanent  visas. 

Formally  adopted  in  December,  the 
law  deals  vdth  all  foreigners  in  Brazil, 
including  immigrants,  refugees  and 
“irregulars”  (illegal  aliens).  Under 
its  terms  entering  missionaries  can 
'  obtain  a  one-year  renewable  visa. 
After  two  years  missionaries  will  be 
eligible  for  permanent  visas. 

The  previous  “foreigners  law,”  pas¬ 
sed  in  1980,  restricted  all  new  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  temporal^  visas,  renewa¬ 
ble  every  two  years.  No  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  thissionaries  entering  Brazil  have 
been  granted  permanent  visas  since 
mid-1979. 

Missionary ,  .  Raymond  Kolb, 
Brasilia-bas^  Associate  to  Thurmon 
Bryant,  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board  director  for  eastern 
South  America,  expressed  cautious 
satisfaction  with  the  new  law.  “I’m 
encouraged  that  this  has  been  pass¬ 
ed.”  Kolb  said.  “At  least  we  have 
something  more  definite  now.  It’s  not 
that  hazy  thing  we  were  working  under 
before”. 

As  field  associate  to  Bryant,  Kolb 
helps  entering  missionaries  obtain 
visas  and  other  documentation. 

According  to  Kolb  and  Bryant,  the 
restrictions  of  the  1960  law  reflected 
government  concern  over  the  political 
activities  of  some  religious  groups.  In 
recent  years  several  foreign  religious 
workers  have  been  accused  of  political 
subversion.  A  Roman  Catholic  priest 
from  Italy,  charged  with  being  a 
communist  agent,  was  deported  in 
1961. 

Thwogh  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  maintain  a  strictly  nonpolit- 
ic^  stance,  they  fell  under  the  regula¬ 
tions  applied  to  all  “international  or¬ 
ganizations 


sionaries  hold  temporary  visas. 

In  addition  to  visa  limitations,  fed¬ 
eral  authorities  also  closed  certain 
areas,  primarily  the  wilderness  reg¬ 
ions  of  Amazonas,  Para  and  the  north¬ 
ern  territories,  to  new  missionary  re¬ 
sidents. 

“It  is  for  security  reasons,”  Kolb 
said.  “(The'  government)  just  didn’t 
care  to  have  foreigners  in  such  a  vast 
area,  which  is  almost  impossible  to 
police.” 

At  year’s  endjiowever,  a  new  mis¬ 
sionary  couple’sNisa  application  for 
residence  in  Manaus,  Amazonas’  capi-  y 
tal,  had  been  accepted  for  considera¬ 
tion.  Kolb  was,  optimistic  about  its 


chances  (w  ap^ovaL  “It’s  a  test  case, 
but  I  feel  reawnably  confident  about 
it,”  he  said.  ,  ^ 

f  Veteran  missionaries  already  hold¬ 
ing  permanent  visas  have  not  been  al- 
fect^  by  visa  or  location  restrictions. 

More  than  300  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
-sionaries  work  in  Brazil,  almost  10 
percent  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board’s  total  missionary  force  and  the 
largest  number  of  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  working  in  a  single  coun- 


Ghana  missionaries  safe 
following  military  coup 


Frederick  Akuffo.  He  turned  over 
leadership  of  the  nation  of  Limann 
after  a  public  election,  but  staged  the 
recent  coup,  he  said,  because  Limann 
had  failed  to  stop  corruption  and  hadr 
contributed  to  the  country’s  economic 
decline. 

First  quarter  gifts’" 
rise  12.9  percent 

'  NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)-A  mod¬ 
est  December  increase  in  undesig¬ 
nated  gifts  through  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  (Operative  Program  raised  re¬ 
ceipts  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  fiscal 
year  to  820,828,934,  an  increase  Of  12.9 
percent  over  the  earn*  period  -teeT 
year. 

December’s  undesignated  gifts  of 
$6,766,658  were  just  4.3  percent  ahead 
of  December  1960. 

Designated  gifts,  which  fluctuate 
widely  throughout  the  vyar,  nearly 
doubled  the  previous  December’s 
gifts.  December  1981  rec<eipts  totaled 
$1,409,660,  a  95.3  percent  increase, 
pushing  year  to  date  designated  re¬ 
ceipts  to  $3,690,966,  a  six  percent  in¬ 
crease  for  the  same  period  last  year. 

Total  designated  and  undesignated 
receipts  for  the  first  quarter  are 
$24,319,900,  an,  11.8  percent  increase 
over  the  same  (giarter  last  year. 


(Bridges  writes  for  the  FMB.) 


World  Evangelism  Foundation 
hands  reins  to  Foreign  Board 


By  John  Rutledge 
DALLAS  (BP) — It  was  billed  as  a 
celebration,  but  many  of  the  speakers 
shed  tears.  Some  called  it  a  funeral, 
others  a  wedding.  But  whatever  the 
description,  the  last  official  gathering 
of  the  World  Evangelism  Foundation 
in  December  in  Dallas  marked  a  sig¬ 
nificant  moment  for  Southern  Baptists 

_  _  _  admission  leaders  outlined  convention 

the'umted  States^^  i  P*ans  to  adopt  the  concept  that  WEF 
pioneered— partnership  evangelism. 

The  foundation  was  begun  by  W.  H. 
“Dub”  Jackson  Jr. ,  a  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  to  Japan  for  17  years  Who 
resigned  in  1969  to  develop  a  way  to 
send  teams  of  pastors  and  laymen  on 
one-to-one  witnessing  ventures  in 
partnership  with  foreign  Baptist 
churches.  \  ^ 

'The  result  was  Worlq  Evangelism 
Foundation.  During  more  than  12 
years. 'it  has  coordinated  trips  by 
about  6,000  U.Sf  Baptists  to  35  coun¬ 
tries. 

During  foundation  entsades,  about 
60,000  persons  expressema  desire  “to 
know  the  Lord”  Jackson  said  .  “We  feel 
that  most  were  genuine  conversions 
because  of  the  excellent  Mlow-up  by 
the  national  churches.”  People  re-  ' 
turned  from  the  crusades  excited  • 
about  missions  in  general. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board,  how¬ 
ever,  is  beginning  its  own  partnership 
evangelism  program  and  WEF  de¬ 
cided  last  year  to  phase  out  its  opera¬ 
tion.  The  banquet  in  Dallas  was  the 
last  event  for  the  foundation. 

Jackson  joins  the  board  March  1  as 
regional  coordinator  for  partnership 
evangelism  assigned  to  Ruschlikon, 
Switzerland,  for  a  year.  Later  he  will 
spend  a  year  each  in  South  America, 
Asia  and  Africa  to  help  establish  the 
board’s  new  program. 

William  O’Brien,  executive  vice 
president  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  said  “its  really  not  a  merger  or 
a  takeover.  It  is  the  adoption  of  a 
concept— partnership  missions.” 

The  “concept”  was  praised  and 
examined  by  more  than  a  dozen 
speakers  during  the  banquet  at  the 
Dallas  Hilton  and  an  inspirational 
program  at  First  Church  in  Dallas  that 
lasted  more  than  four  hours. 

Ramsey  Pollard,  retired  pastor  of 
Bellevue  Baptist  Church,  Memphis, 
and  former  president  of  the  Souftem 
Baptist  Convention,  praised  Foreign 
Mission  Board  Elxecutive  Director  R. 
Keith  Parks,  who  could  not  attend  the 
banquet. 


including  missionary 
agencies,  in  th^  1960  law. 

New  missionary  families,  Kolb  said, 
have  had  to  leave  furniture  and  other 

possessions  in  I _ , _ 

live  with  a  question  mark  qbout  how 
long  they  would  be  permitted  to  stay, 
irrently  29  Southern  Baptist  mis- 


Carters  to 


receive 
CLC  service  awards 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)Former 
President  Jimmy  Carter  and  his  wife, 
Rosalyn,  will  receive  the  annual  Dis¬ 
tinguished  Service  Awards  from  the 
Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life  Ck)m> 
mission. 

The  awards,  which  are  given  for  the 
Carters’  outstanding  contribution  in 
Christian  social  ethics,  including  their 
private  and  public  support  fix'  strong 
families,  will  be  given  during  the  CLC 
annual  seminar  in  Atlanta,  March 
22-24,  1962. 

The  Carters,  Southern  Baptists,  will 
be  present  to  receive  the  awards  and 
will  make  a  response  during  the  meet¬ 
ing.  1 

The  national  seminar  will  help  kick 
off  a  three-year  denominatidhal  Bold 
Thrust  emphasis  on 


onso 


Dobson,  author  of  books  and  motiva¬ 
tional  films  on  marriage  and  the  faifi- 
ily,  will  speak  on  parenting.  Dorotl^ 
Sample,  president  of  the  Southey 
Baptist  Woman’s  Missionary  Uniin, 
will  speak  on  women  in  the  family.f 
Other  family  specialists  slated  ^r 


ATLANTA  (BP)— Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  are  sponsoring  refugees  at  less 
than  half  the  rate  of  1960,  according  to 
Donoso  Elscobar,  manager  of  the  SBC 
refugee  resettlementoffice  in  Atlanta. 

In  the  first  eight  months  of  1981, 
Southern  Baptists  sponsored  1,256  re¬ 
fugees,  compared  to  2,543  for  Jhe  same 
period  in  1980,  Escobar  said. 

Nationally,  resettlement  had  fallen 
from  14,000  per  month  in  1980  to  10,000 
per  month  in  1961,  said  Linda  Gordon, 
chief  data  analyst  for  the  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  He^th  and  Human  Ser¬ 
vices’  refugee  resettlement  office. 

Of  the  10,000  refugees  sponsored  by 
Americans  in  August,  only  167,  less 
than  two  percent,  had  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  sponsors. 

The  SBC  refugee  resettlement  office 
received  64  new  cases  in  August,  but 
found  only  one  sponsor  willing  to  reset¬ 
tle  a  refugee  with  no  restrictions. 

Escobar  estimated  about  400 
churches  have  been  sponsors  more 
than  once,  and  that  “99  percent  of  the 
churches  whospoiBor  a  refugee  would 
be  willing  to  sponsor  another.  *' 

Milton  Leach  attributed  the  decline 
of  sponsors  to  unfounded  fears  about 
the  legal  and  financial  responsibilities 
of  sponsorship,  and  acknowledged  the 
sluggish  economy  has  made  some  po¬ 
tential  sponsors  hesitant.  Leach  is  a 
national  consultant  for  refugee  reset¬ 
tlement,  Home  Mission  Board. 

“'The  financial  costs  are  really  less 
than  people  think,  depending  on  how 
involved  the  church  people  get  in  help¬ 
ing  out,”  Leach  said.  He  suggested  an 
“old-fashioned  pounding”  to  provide 
food,  donated  housing  and  clothing, 
and  a  volunteer  network  of  volunteers 
to  transport  the  refugees  as  ways  to 
cut  expense,  l 

Sponsors  are  needed  for  Southeast 
Asian  as  well  as  Eia-opean  refugees. 
Escobar  said.  Interested  persons 
should  contact  the  SBC  refugee  reset¬ 
tlement  officp,  2715  Peachtree  Rd. 
N.E.,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  30305.  Telephone 
(4()4  )  873-4041,  ext.  395,  or  contact 
Richard  Alford,  Mississippi  Baptist 
(Convention  Board,  Box  5M,  Jackson, 
Miss.,  39205,  phone  801-968-3967. 


the  seminar  are  U.S.  (Congressm^ 

Claude  Pepper  of  Florida,  chairman  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  Aging  a^ 
long-time  advocate  of  the  poor  and  $- 
derly;  Wayne  Oates,  professor 
psychiatry  and  behavior ial  sciences  |t 
the  Louisville  University  School  (»f 
Medicine;  and  former  Vice-Presidgit 
Walter  Mondale,  who  will  speak  on  tre 
family  and  citizenship.  V 

Seminar  speakers  also  include  Ke>)- 
neth  Chafin,  .author  and  pastor  Wf  ^  ^ 

(Charles  director^^ 

the  North  Carolina  (]k>venipr’s  Offife  ■  vA  ■  ‘  ■  * 

Clothing  drive 

director  of  family  and  communiiiy  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center's  clothes  drive  for  Baptist  missions  oi 

“■  brought  good  results.  David  Myers,  director  of  Christian  social  ministries 

Mo.,  and  prominent  author.  Hinds-Madison  Baptist  Association,  said,  "We  packed  a  station  wagon  full  of 

The  conference,  which  will  be  at  the  andthetrunk  and  back  seat  of  anothercarfujl.AboutSOpeoplebrought  dot) 
Dunfey  Hotel  in  Atlanta,  is  open  to  all  the  clothes  weregoodquality."Pictured  from  leftto  right  are  Porter  Pryor, 
interested  Southern  Hsptists  tKa  Pmnlnuaa  A«oiotan/*a  Pmnrflm*  lUluAnk'  flnri  1 .1  ithar  Tii^lra 

Additional  information  on  t^ 
three-day  confo'ence  may  be  obtainiB 
from  the  (Christian  Life  (Commission, 

460  James  Robertson  Parkwaf, 

Nashville,  Tenn.  37219.  f 


Mission 

“Strengthening  Families.” 

Leading  family  and  marriage 
specialists  David  Mace,  Joyce  Lan- 

dorf,  James  Dobson  and  Dorothy  South  Main  Baptist  Church,  Housi 
Sample  will  present  ways  to  ~  ~ 

strengthen  families  during  the  three- 
day  meeting. 

Mace,  a  world  renowned  author  and 
family  and  marriage  counselor,  will 
present  six  theme  interpretations  dur-  studies  at  Stephens  (College,  Columbia, 


Eaves  is  Arts, 
Sciences  dean 


Dam  repair  need  is  great 
for  hospital  ih  Ghana 

NALERIGU,  Ghana — The  Baptist  families  living  on  the  compound  have 
Medical  Centre,  Nalerigu,  Ghana,  is  underground  tanks  which  collect 
caught  in  a  double  bind.  To  repair  their  enough  water  in  rainy  season  to  get 
In  keeping  with  Gov.  William  Wri-  dam  before  the  next  rainy  season,  they  through  dry  season  if  used  very  cen¬ 
ter’s  proclamation  declaring  Sund^»  must  drain  the  water  they  need  now.  servatively,  but  the  hospital’s  only  al- 
Jan.  17,  Polish  American  HerittA  Ironically,  a  surplus  of  water--8ix  temative  is  hauling  water. 

Day  in  Mississippi,  two  community  inches  of  rain  in  five  days— caused  the  Deciding  that  a  deep  well  below  the 
wide  worship  services  will  be  held  '*0  problem  when  overflow  broke  the  dam  dam  would  provide  the  water  needed 
Attala  (County.  in  June,  lowering  the  level  of  the  hospi-  while  the  dam  is  repaired.  Walker  has 

W.  Levon  Moore,  director  of  mi  l-  tal’s  only  water  supply.  Mike  Walker,  found  a  Canadian  firm  in  Ghana  with 
sions  of  the  Attala  Baptist  Associatii  i  missionary  maintenance  supervisor  equipment  for  drilling  village  wells, 
and  president  of  the  Kosciusi.)  for  the  hospital,  tried  to  repair  the  dam  But  their  schedule  is  filled  for  the  next 
Ministerial  Association  annound  t  by  hand,  but  learned  the  job  was  loo  two  years.  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
that  the  first  service,  sponsored  by  tj(4  big.  Earth-moving  equipment  was  sionaries  are  trying  to  secure  govem- 
ministerial  association  will  be  held*.^  needed.  ment  help  in  getting  the  hospital  dril- 

Eirst  United  Methodist  (Church  of  Kj'  >  Walker,  an  Illinois  native,  secured  a  ling  priority  over  the  villages, 

ciusko  at  7  p.m.  Earl  Kelly,  executU  firm  to  repair  the  dam,  but  they  said  The  hospital  treats  1,000  to  2,600  out- 
secretary,  Mississippi-  Baptist  C^  the  lake  had  to  be  drained  first,  ^that  patients  a  week,  plus  bed  patients, 
vention  Board,  Jackson,  will  preacn;  time,  the  rainy  season  was  drawing  to  Mississippians  Ben  and  Sandra 
The  second  service,  sponsored  a  close,  making  the  hospital  dependent  Nash  will  be  assigned  at  the  Nalerigu 
(Continued  on  page  2)  ^  on  the  reservoir’s  water.  Missionary  hospital  in  1962.  Ben  is  a  phvsician. 


Foreign  Mission  Board 
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Radio  technician  needed 
in  Asunciori,  Paraguay 


Mississippians 
among  seminary 
graduates 

Twenty-six  Mississippians  wre 
among  the  110  persons  who  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  annual  mid-year  gradua- 
tion  exercises  at 
-  ‘>New  Orleans  Semi- 
^B^^^liiinary  Dec.  19, 1981. 

Mississippi  grad- 

^Muates  were  Lee  Ed- 
^■ward  Rodgers, 
(■Texas  native,  pas- 
Htor  of  Damascus 
■Baptist  Church, 
■Hazldiurst,  Master 
GUtwroi  oi  Divinity;  Harry 
Glynn  Kennedy,  Tyiertown,  Associate 
of  Divinity;  Prudence  Thayw  Larew. 
rviiiimhuit.  M.  R.  E.;  William  Joe 
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Launch  meeting  tells 
for  reaching  unsaved 


*1  A  radio  technician  is  needed  in 

I  A  Asuncion,  Paraguay,  at  any  date;  and 

the  request  from  the  mission  field  says 
X  the  sooner  the  better;  This  volunte^  is 

needed  to  check  on  the  possibilities^or 
the  installation  of  a  radio  station  in 
”  Tanner  added  that  Asuncion  and  determine  what  wil(  be 
lost  people,  our  plan  necessary  for  getting  the  station  ohjthe  Paraguay 

aiF.  When  that  is  determined,  the  > 
irnonmiah  associate  needs  will  be  made  known  to  Missis-  Bricklayei 

VP  Committee  said  cord.  A  sound-proof  studio  and  control  Music,  ^ 

roomb.l,^,setupma»B.pU,t 

0  terms  of  men  and  Buildmg  in  Asuncion  where  tapmgs  to 
.  for  witnessinc  are  bemg  done  regularly  for  broad- 

of  this  launch*meet-  casting  on  other  stations  in  the  city.  “ 

Fh  <Mid  “is  to  affirm  technician  would  be  able  to  do  Dietitian, 

achinn’oeoDle  and  af-  church  work  in  the  city  as  he  desired,  possible;  1. 

tmellfortrlSSto-  CtaiSTS 

u^minotion  Wp  miict  furmshed;  and  he  could  stay  in  a  hotel,  Cra’isnan  ki 

..th.B.pU,t Building, 


many  as  necessary. 


^Missionary  children’si  program; 
Btlenos  Aires;  October,  1982  ;  5. 

Mission  meeting  children’s  prog¬ 
ram;  Baptist  Assembly,  Cordoba; 
July;  10.  1 


By  Jim  Lowry 

NASHVILLE,  Teiln.  (BP)  —  South¬ 
ern  Bf^tist  leaders  have  launched  a 
three-year  plan  for  reaching  unsaved 
people  with  calls  for  changed  life¬ 
styles,  renewed  commitment  and  un¬ 
selfish  cooperation.  ' 

Frequent  pleas  for  lay  involvement 
punctuated  a  two-day  National 
Launch  Meeting  for  Reaching  People, 
sponsored  by  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  and  Home  Mission  boards. 

Speakers  told  800  participants  that 
leadership  from  pastors,  church  staff 
and  state  and  denominational  workers 
is  necessary,  but  attaining  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust  goals  of  reaching  the  world 
for  Christ  depends  on  the  enthusiasm 
and  dedication  of  lay  workers. 

Sunday  School  Board  President 
Grady  C.  Cothen  told  agency,  state 
convention  and  associational  leaders; 

“I  believe  there  has  been  expressed 
here  the  most  carefully  planned  action 
of  Christian  evangelistic  action  in  his- 
--tory.” 

“We  need  a  new  emphasis  onbivoca- 
tional  workers,  especially  in  establish¬ 
ing  new  work,”  (3othen  said.  “If  we 
wait  until  we  have  a  church  on  every 
downtown  comer  in  every  large  city, 
we’ll  never  make  it.  'There  are  people 
in  semiitaries  and  not  enough  First 
Baptist  Churches  for  them  to  pastor. 

“There  are  literally  thousands  of 
people  who  can  be  involved  in  store¬ 
front  churches.  We  must  try  to  get  lay 
people  to  do  that  work.” 

“Who  are  we  to  look  askance  at 
people  on  the  bottom  of  the  denomina¬ 
tional  totem  pole?”  he  asked.  “We 
a  renewal  of  lay  ministries  with 
pastors  as  equippers  of  the  saints  and 
the  saints  doing  the  ministry.” 

Cothen  said  the  new  telecommuni¬ 
cations  plans  of  the  Sunday  School 
Board  and  the  Radio-Television 
Commission  could  be  bow  Southern 
Baptists  can  do  the  seemingly  impos¬ 
sible. 

“Telecommunications  gives  a 
means  oi  relating  to  everything  Bap¬ 
tists  do,”  be  said.  “We’re  interdepen¬ 
dent  as  well  as  independent.  The  best 
of  plans  and  telecommunications 
won’t  achieve  Bold  Mission  Thrust.  It 
will  take  the  power  of  God’s  Holy 
Spirit,”  or  it  won’t  be  done. 

During  the  meeting,  a  four-part  plan 
was  detailed  for  participants. 

Part  one  of  the  plan  is  Church 
Growth  Thrust,  an  ongoing  support 
(gan  headed  by  the  church  administra¬ 
tion-  department  to  help  churches 

cMch  people.  .  .  . . 

fThe  Sunday  Sdiaof  rtepartmenf^ 
parttwdis  8.5  by  ’85,  a  move  to  have8.5 
ihfllion  enrolled  in  Sunday  School  by 
1985. 

Gerald  Palmer,  vice  president- 
missions  at  the  Home  Mission  Board, 
outlined  part  three,  Bold  New  Work. 
Goals  include  1,500  new  churches  by 
1985,  1.5  million  baptisms,  30,000 
churchps  with  increas^  giving  to  the 
Cooperative  Program,  double  the 
numbdr  of  career  missionaries, 
300,000  volunteers  and  1  million 
trained  church  members  to  be  com¬ 
mitted  witnesses. 

As  people  become  Christians  and 
join  the  church,  cyclical  training  to 
prepare  them  for  witnessing  will  be  led 
by  the  church  training  department. 
Department  head  Roy  Edgemon 
shared  plans  for  part  four  of  the  plan, 
Bold  Witness  Training. 

Southern  Baptist  interest  in  growth 
hasbeen  criticized  in  some  quarters  as 
being  too  numbers  oriented,  but 


BBI  gains  accreditation, 
Midi^America  turned  down 


Committee  on  Standards  at  the  Dallas  jjeeded  —  Number  of  people  needed: 
meeting.  Expecting  an  affirmative  r^ 

sponse  to  their  application,  the  semi-  _  ,  . 

nary  officials  instead  received  notice  Argentina  ’  1 

of  the  denial  of  full  accreditation  by  the 

Commission  on  Colleges.  CruzdelEje;  Marchor 

later;  8  to  10, 

o  •  Bricklaying;  01avarria;  Mar«h  or 

Seminary  work  iater;6to8. 

Teaching  children 
March  or  later;  5  to  6. 

Music;  CJiacabuco;  March  oTlfeter; 
10  to  15.  I 

Install  acoustical  ceilings  and  air 
conditioners;  Buenos  Aires ;iM^ch; 


DALLAS  (BP)— Baptist  Bible  Insti¬ 
tute,  Graceville,  Fla. ,  has  received  full 
accreditation  from  the  Southern  As¬ 
sociation  of  Colleges  and  Schools 
(SACS). 


Carpentry;  Artigas;  March;  4  to  8. 
Director  of  VBS  workshops;  Mon¬ 
tevideo;  November  or  early  De¬ 
cember,  1982. 


Joseph  P.  DuBose,  president  of  the 
Florida  Baptist  Convention-supported 
Bible  school,  was  notified  accredita¬ 
tion  had  been  granted  while  attending 
the  annual  SACS  meeting  in  Dallas. 

To  be  accredited,  a  school  must  in 
meet  stringent  guidelines  copcermng 
academic  requirements,  fiscal 
policies,  the  governance  of  the  school 
and  the  institution’s  physical  plant. 

Once  accredited,  its  students  may 
transfer  course  credits  to  another 
accredited  sOhool. 

Accreditation  will  help  the  Bible  in¬ 
stitute  reach  more  students,  said 
DuBose,  and  has  already  "lifted  the 
moral  of  students  and  faculty- 
recognizing  the  quality  of  their  work.” 

At  the  same  SACS  meeting,  Mid- 
America  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  was  turned 
down  for  full  accreditation  by  the  as¬ 
sociation’s  Commission  on  Colleges. 

The  seminary  has  been  in  candidate 
status— an  intermediate  step  to  full 
accreditation— for  five  years.  After 
making  application  for  full  accredita¬ 
tion,  the  school  was  visited  by  a  val¬ 
uation  team  appointed  by  SACS. 

“They  seemed  well  pleased,”  recalled 
Floyd. 


Summer  VBS  worker;  CaneloneS; 
November  or  December  1982. 

Dietitian;  National  WMU  retreat  in 
Conchillas;  February;  1. 


Olavai 


Leader  of  Sunday  School  work 
lops;  Montevideo;  March,  1963;  1. 


NEW  ORLEANS,  (BP)i-New  Or¬ 
leans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
and  .the  Baptist  Hpme  Mission  Board 
will  offer  accredited  theological  edu¬ 
cation  in  Puerto  Rico  beginning  in 
January. 

In  an  arrangement  worked  out  over 
18  mpnths.  New  Orleans  Seminary  will 
provide  curriculum  for  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  personnel  currently  teach¬ 
ing  at  Puerto  Rico  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Rio  Pi^as.  Direct  in- 
\olvement  of  New  Orleans  Tfaculty 
'''embers  will  be  established  later. 

According  to  Information  from  New 
t  leans  Seminary,  it  will  have  ad- 
rr  nistrative,  academic  and  fmancial 
authority  of  Puerto  Rico  Seminary. 
That  organizational  structure  satisfies 
the  accredition  standards  of  the 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges  «nd 
Schools  for  extension  centers. 

The  Puerto  Rico  Seminary,  through 
New  Orleans’  school  of  C3»ristian  train¬ 
ing,  will  offer  associate  of  divinity  de¬ 
grees  in  music,  pastoral  ministry,  and 
religious  education,  Non-accredited 
diploma  programs  will  continue  in  the 
same  areas,,  as  a  continuation  of  the 
Puerto  Rico  Seminary  Program.' 

'The  Puerto  Rico  Seihinary,  which 
had  36  students  in  1978,  had  74  enrolled 
in  the  fall  of  1981,  according  to  Ed 
Richardson,  Home  Mission  Board  di¬ 
rector  of  work  in  Puerto  Rico.  The  is¬ 
land  school  is  under  the  direction  of 
Miguel  Soto  who  will  serve  as  an  ad¬ 
junct  faculty  members  of  NOBTS. 


FMB  releases  food  funds 

1  L 

for  people  in  Poland 


Valley,  minister  of  outaeach  at 
Go^year  Baptist  Church,  Picayune, 
Master  of  Divinity;  William  S.  Stone, 
Jr.,  "rupelo,  asssociate  pastor  at  First 
Baptist  Church,  Venice,  La. ,  Master  of 
'  Divinity;  Danny  Marc  Moss,  of  Carth¬ 
age,  pastor  Of  Springfield  Baptist 
Church,  Carthage,  Master  of  Divinity; 

Dennis  Lee  Johnsey ,  Summit  native, 
pastor  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Sum¬ 
mit,  Doctor  of  Ministi7;  Kenneth  R. 
Gilburth,  Jackson  native,  director  of 
clinical  oastoral  training  at  Southeast 
certain  how  long  6ie  borders  will  Louisiana  Hospital,  Mandeville,  La., 

Doctor  of  Education; 

Mike  Howell,  Durant,  pastor  of  Con- 

Brandon,  pastor  at  Walker  Hill  Baptist 
Mission,  Brandon,  Master  of  Divinity ; 
Keith  Thomas  Hill,  Gulfport,  minister 
of  youth  at  First  Baptist  Church, 
Gulf^rt,  Master  of  Religious  Educa¬ 
tion.  I 

he  German  Baptist  Union,  in  .  Terry  L.  Crimm  and  John  Ervin 
r  raniuuri,  wesv  ueruuuiy,  Jo...  3C,  U>  ,  'rtiames,  who  also  received  doctoral 
discuss  other  urgent  needs  in  Poland  degrees  were  pictured  wita  Johnsey 
and  to  nlan  for  the  next  three  to  six  and  Landrum  Leavell,  seminary  pres- 


RICHMOND  Va.  (|iP)—  '  He  said  the  target  of  the  suppues^e 

Responding  to  continued  need  for  food  those  who  physic^y  c^ot  stand  m 
and  relief  in  Poland,  the  Southern  Bap-  long  food  ration  lines  during  severe 
tist  Foreign  Mission  Board  released  an  weather. 

additional  $130,0(X)  in  hunger  antf  relief  Cheyne  quoted  Knud  Wumpelmann, 
funds  Dec.  28  to  assist  Baptisfs  and  general  secretary  of  the  Euroi^an 


Baptist  Federation,  as  saying  that 
food  shipments  had  been  reaching 
Polish  Baptist  leaders  for  distribution. 

But  Gheyrie  emphasized  the  impor¬ 
tance  qf  getting  as  much  food  to  Po¬ 
land  as  quickly  as ‘possible  because  iw 
oneisc-  “ 

remain  open. 

He  said Baptist  leaders  will  continue 
to  monita(^ow  long  the  PblisH  milit¬ 
ary,  whicnWs  tightened  arcess  to  the 
country,  allows  these  shipments  to 
continue. 

Cheyne  is  scheduled  to  meet  with 
Wumpelmann,  Southern  Baptist  rep* 
resentative  John  David  Hopper  and 
Manfred  Otto,  administrative  director 
for  the  German  Baptist  Union,  in 
Frankfurt,  West  Germany,  Jan.  30,  to 


truckloads  are  being  sent  to  Baptist 
leaders  in  Poland,  Cheyne  said  the 
food  is  being  distributed  without  re¬ 
gard  to  religious  preference. 


months. 


Pilot  revival  shows  plan 
telephone  counseling  system 


By  Grey  Warier  '  waiting  at  home.  Using  his  own  ph^ 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)—  the  counselor  then  telephones  the  vi^ 
Baptists  in  test  market  areas  for  a  new  wer  to  offer  decision  counseling  and 
^uthem  Baptist  television  preaching  later  reports  back  to  the  <*ntoal  oKice. 
program  have  organized  for  telephone  1’  — ->*«— ■  -*»•  —  , 

counseling  following  broadcasts.  save 
Pilots  for  the  series,  “Invitations  to 


Students  will 


Loring  said  thi^  method  will  not  only  magazine  program  and  a  sports 
„  the  cost  of  a  large  phone  bank  or  •  view  show.  Others  are  being  pla 
WATC  line,  but  also  will  center  the  ’  As  the  network’s  primary  evar 
counseling  in  local  churthes  and  tic  effory ‘Invitation  to  Life”  wil 
utilize  trained  law  workers.  In  addi-  strategic  slot  in  ACTS’  w 
ChuTch  and  North  Phoenix  Baptist  tion,  a  follow-up  Strategy  will  be  used  '  schedule  of  programming. 
Church,  Phoenix,  Ariz.  Services  were  in  each  area.  u  u  a 

Sin^withshortfeaturesegments  In  another  effort  to  use  the  brbad-  dent.  It  WiU  te  shovm  dui^ 
Stch«n:hinember,»de*«llnto  cst.  -v...8elldllc.lly.  the  ..docia- 
the  four  half  hour  broadcasts. 

Revival  leaders  were  John  Bisagno, 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Hous¬ 
ton,  Tex. ,  and  Larry  Black,  mipter  of 
music  for  First  Baptist  (Jhurch, 

Jackson,  Miss.  \ 

The  finished  program  will  lie  aired 
on  four  consecutive  Friday  niihts  be¬ 
ginning  Jan.  8  on  Atlanta  NBC  ^filiate 
WXIA-TV  at  8  p.m.  They  will  bfe  shown 
Thursdays  beginning  Jad  7  in 
Bakersfield,  Calif.,  on  KEJRO-TV 
(NBC)  at  9  p.m.;  in  Midland-Odessa, 

Texas„on KPPX-TV  (ABC)  at 7  p.m.; 
and  in  Greenville  and  Spartanburg, 

S.C.  and  Ashleville,  N.C.,  on  WIX)S-TV 
(ABC)  at  8:30  p.m.  Ind^ndent  sta¬ 
tion  WQFL-TV  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  will 
air  the  programs  on  Mondays  begin¬ 
ning  Jan.  4  at  8  p.m. 


Seminaries 

experience 


A  search  committee  will  be  named 
by  board  chairman  William  D.  dag¬ 
gers  of  Cynthiana,  Ky. 


Pair  NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— A  mod- 

PowerSource  will  perform  a  ekt  2.6  perrent  increase  at  S<mthem 
musical-drama  commissioned  espe-  Baptists’  six  theological  seminaries 
cially  for  the  premier  at  the  pavilion,  pushed  total  enrollment  to  more  than 
which  will  carry  out  the  theme,  “The  10,000  for  the  first  time. 

Word  Is  . .  .  Energy.”  Including  the  509  enrolled  m  non- 

Entitled  “Love,  You  Spoke  A  Word,”  credit  coursqs,  campus  enrollment  in 
the  musical-drama  is  being  written  by  all  categories  for  the  fall  1981  terms  is 
Ken  Medema  of  San  Francisco  and  10,058,  up  251  over  fall  1980,  according 
Craig  McNair  Wilson  of  New  York  to  statistics  released  by  the 
City.  Medema  is  a  blind  Southern  Bap-  seminaries. 

list  composer  and  entertainer.  Wilson  Enrollment  in  courses  expected  to 
is  a  christiah  entertainer  and  writer,  lead  to  graduate  degrees,  as  reported 
PowerSource  will  include  two  sepa^  Oct.  1  to  the  Association  of  Theological 
rate  octets,  plus  two  technicians  and  Schools,  is  9,298,  up  2.9  percent  over 
two  resident  directors.  Each  octet  will  the  9,033 -reported  last  year.  ATS 
perform  the  musical  at  the  Baptist  statistics  show  the  remainder  enrolled 
Pavilion  five  times  daily  on  a  split  in  associate  or  diploma  programs, 
schedule.  ,  Enrollment  at  the  192  seminaries 

Tlie  20  students  were  selected  by  a  reporting  to  ATS  was  50,559,  M  in¬ 
special  Worl^  Fair  Baptist  Minis-  crease  of  1.9  percent,  according  to 
tries  panel  after  auditions  of  more  Marvin  Taylor,  ATS  statistician.  The 
than  115  Baptist  students  from  192  reporting  seminaries  is  a  net  loss  of 
throughout  the  nation.  Auditions  were  one  over  last  year  because  two 
held  in  Dallas,  Atlanta  and  Knoxville.  Catholic  seminaries  closed  their  doors 
PowerSource  will  be  directed  by  and  Liberty  Baptist  Seminary  joined 
Keith  and  LeeAnn  Martin  of  Decatur, 

Ala. ,  students  at  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Fort  Worth, 

Tex.  They  urere  graduates  ol  Samford 
University/Birmingham,  and  former 
summer  missionaries  for  the  SBC 
Home  Mission  Board. 

Etach  of  the  20  students  will  serve  as 
semester  missionaries  for  the  Home 
Mission  Board. 


groups  and  age/interest  groups.  tt  i  i 

Church  members  are  forming  Volunteer  ShOWing 
groups  in  their  home  by  inviting  lost  or  i-  i.  •  ® 

unchurched  neighbors,  friends  or  rela-  Sil^llt  imprOVeUient 
tives  to  view  the  program,  which  will 

provide  a  witnessing  opportunity.  The  ,  WINSTON-SALEM,  N.C.  (BP)— 
age/interest  groups  will  be  conducted  Roy  Church,  Southern  Baptist  ex- 
at  local  churches  for  a  siiecific  group  tended  service  volunteer  stricken  by  a 
of  people  each  night,  such  'as  youth,  .  paralysi»K;ausing  illness  Dec.  12  in 
church  prospects  and  single  adults.  (^ito,  Ekniaijor,  is  showing  slight  im- 
“Invitation  to  Life”  is  the  latest  of  provement 
the  television  pilots  designed  to  be  Church,  paralyzed  from  the  neck 
used  on  the  ACTS  network  of  low-  down,  has  regaiiira  some  movement  in 
power  stations.  Tlie  RTV C  will  fumi^  his  right  band,  his  wife,  Ruth,  said.  He 
programming  by  satellite  transmis-  has  been  a  patient  since  Dm.  16  at 
Sion.  Applications  for  the  stations  ara  North  Carolina  Baptist  Hospital  in 

-  I  .  /  1  Winston-Salem. 

Porto-Novo,  Benin— Ten  believers  Though  recovery  from  the  illness, 
constituted  the  first  Baptist  church  m  Guillian-Barre  Syndrome  is  slow, 
Porto-Novo,  Benin,  a  city  of  120,000,  church  is  (^itimistic  he  will  overcome 
this  fall.  Southern  Baptist  m^^onary  th®  paralsrsis.  Despite  occasional  bre- 
Bob  Couts,  who  is  pastor,  baptized  the  athing  problems,  he  has  remained  in 
new  church’s  first  believer  op  Easter  good  spirits,  his  wife  says. 

I®*®-  ,  ->  ‘‘Performing  miracles  is  routine 

Malabo,  Equatorial  Gninea-^ess  with  God,”  Church  told  Bryan 

_  and  Peggy  Tln  inpson,  first  Southern  Brasington,  Foreign  Mission  Board 

ie  local  telephone  Baptist  miss^ionaries  assigned  to  dirwtw  for  western  South  America, 
the  associational  of-  Equatorial  Guinea,  arrived  in  Malabo,  ‘‘I  just  believe  everything  is  going  to 
operators  will  ans-  the  capital  city,  Dec.  17.  Thompson  work  out  all  right.” 
wers  who  respond  to  will  work  as  an  agricultural  evangelist  He  has  whirlpool  therapy  daily  and 
‘Hstic  appeal  in  the  West  African  country  im-  constantly  attempts  to  move  and  acti- 

11  record  the  caller’s  poverished  by  the  11-year  rule  of  vate  his  muscles,  Mrs.  Church  said, 
number,  then  relay  former  President  Nguema  Biyoto  Church  credits  4he  prayers  (rf  friends 
Masie.  '  with  aidkia  him  in  his  recoverv. 


The  nian  who  has  forgotten  to  be 
thankful  has  fallen  asleep  in  life.— 
Robert  Louis  Stevenson 


information  to  a  trained  counselor 


Reunited  family  sings  ‘‘Jesus 
Loves  Me,”  in  Vietnamese 
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Photo  policy 


Thursda' 


In  orderto  provide  an  understanding  of  the  policy  on  photographs  followed 

by  the  Baptist  Record,  an  explanation  of  that  policy  is  presented. 

1.  We  can  use  only  good'pictures  In  order  to  acTtieve  reasonable  reproduc¬ 
tion.  .  , 

2.  We  will  run  all  pictures  of  youth' missionary  organization  recognition  ser¬ 
vices  that  measure  up  to  the  quality  standard.  We  will  have  news  items  for 
those  churches  that  do  not  send  usable  pictures. 

3.  Por  graduation  stories,  only  thoM  receiving  dc^torates  will  be  pictured. 
Mississippi  graduates  of  seminaries  will  be  listed. 

4.  For  mus\c  performances  at  church  and  associiitiori  programs,  only  Missis¬ 
sippi  non-prof  eSsional  groups  will  be  pictured,  and  then  only  if  the  program 
is  not  one  for  the  group’s  own  chBrch .  For  promotion  of  statewide  meetings 
the  use  of  pictures  of  music  groups  will  be  decided  by  the  BAPTIST  RE¬ 
CORD  sUff. 

5.  The  BAPTIST  RECORD  will  run  notices  of  anniversaries  relating  to  Baptist 
entities  in  Mississippi  any  time  we  receive  them.  We  will  use  pictures  only  in 
multiples  of  five  years. 

6.  We  can  use  cofi'ege-bestowed  honors  only  when  we  are  aware  that  the 
honorae  is  a  Mississippi  Baptist. 

7.  Because  there  are  so  many  instances  in  which  they  would  be  applicable,  we 
cannot  use  evangelists'  pictures  in  revival  meeting  situations. 

8.  Members  of  the  BAPTIST  RECORD  staff  will  use  their  own  juffgement  in 
final  selection  of  pictures,  according  to  editorial  needs,  picture  quality,  and 
space  available. 


By  Stu  Uastey 

WASHINGTON  (BP)-Christmas 
1981  came  one  week  early  for  Southern 
Baptist  home  missionary  An  Minh 
Phan  and  his  family. 

Phan,  who  works  on  the  staff  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Baptist  Association  in 
suburban  northern  Virginia  under 
SBC  Home  Mission  Board  sponsor¬ 
ship.  became  a  U  S.  citizen,  as  did  his 
wife  and  four  of  their  children.  Dec.  18 
in  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

Hours  later,  after  flying  back  to 
Washington,  the  Phans  were  reunited 
with  their  other  three  children,  who 
had  been  left  behind  in  Vietnam  six 
nation  fell  to  the 


Phans  had  to  leave  behind  a  10-year- 
old  Son,  Hien,  and  8-year -old  twin 
daughters,  Huyen  Thi  and  Hang  Thi 
Cam.  They  were  left  in  Da  Nang  “for 
safdieeping”  with  Phan’s  mother  and 
brother.  -- 

Now  16  and  14;-rbspectively,  the 
three  Phan  children  were  plainly 
overwhelmed  at  tbe  reunion  with  their 
parents  and  brothers  and  sisters. 

Of  the  four  the  Phans  managed  to 


bring  out  of  Vietnam  in  1975,  22-year- 
old  daughter  Hoa  works  for  Church 
World  Service  in  Atlanta,  20-year-old 
son  Hoi  is  a  student  at  the  University  oi 
North  Carolina,  18-year-old  son  Hai 
studies  at  North  Carolina  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  8-year-old  daughter 
Huong  attends  elementary  schMl  in 
Fairfax  County. 

(Hastey  writes  for  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee.) 


FRUSTRATION!  It's 
found  eveiywhere. 

Hardy  Denhom 
suggests  some  ways 
to  handle  this  dark  • 
ckxid  that  hovers  over 
human  beings  and 
causes  insecurttles 
dnd  dissatisfactions. 

He  writes  about  When 
LHe  Seems  Hopeless, 
When  "I  Do”  Becomes 
"I  Won’t,”  When  Lite 
Doesn't  Give  You  a 
Second  Chance. 

God’s  Peace:  The 
Ultimate  Answer,  and 
more. 

•  Hardy  R.  Den^Kim, 
Jr.,  is  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church, 

Newton,  Mississippi, 
and  author  of  Living 
ToMrard  a  Vision. 


Polish  Americans  ask 
for  prayer,  food,  goods 


years  ago  when  the 
commuhists. 

In  an  emohonal  scene  at  Dulles  In¬ 
ternational  Airport,  the  Phans  em¬ 
braced,  caressed,  wept,  and  finally 
sang  together  of  their  faith.  Local  tele¬ 
vision-cameras  captured  their  moving 
rendition  of  "Jesxs  Loves  Me,  This  I 
Know,”  in  Vietnamese. 

As  though  their  big  Dec.  18  were  not 
enough.  An  Minh  Phan  and  his  wife 
Nang  Thi  Vo  Phan,  pelebrated  their 
25th  wedding  aimiversary  Christmas 
Day. 

Phan,  who  became  a  Baptist  after 
arriving  in  the  United  States  in  1975, 
came  to  his  northern  Virginia' post 
from  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  where  he  had 
organized  and  served  as  pastor  of  a 


bags,’’  Kasa  related.  His  church,  as 
well  as  the  74-member  Chicago  con¬ 
gregation,  has  mailed  food  and  clo¬ 
thing  to  Poland,  but  is  unsure  if  the 
packages  have  been  delivered. 

Kasa  also  urged  prayer  for  ‘‘our 
5,000  Baptist  brothers’’  in  Poland. 
Woch,  who  has  an  89-year-old  mother, 
one  brother  and  two  sisters  still  in  Po¬ 
land,  said  recent  letters  have  held 
news  of  “terrible  suffering’’  as  Po¬ 
land’s  economy  has  disintegrated. 

Wloch,  who  also  is  president  of  the 
Polish  Baptist  Association  of  North 
America,  asked  Southern  Baptists  to 
respond  to  Poland’s  emergency  by 
sending  nonperishable  foods:  soap, 
toothpaste,  laundry  powder,  deodor¬ 
ant,  vitamins  and  a^irin  to  the  Bap¬ 
tist  distribution  point  in  Warsaw.  Pac¬ 
kages  labeled  “DAR"  (meaning 
“gift”)  may  be  mailed  to:  Mrs.  Zena 
Stankiewicz;  Polski  K^iol  Bapty^ 
tow;  Ul.  Walicow  25;  00-865  Wars^- 
wa;  Poland. 

(Patti  Stephenson  writes  for  Home 
Mission’.Board.) 


This  month  sin 


gles  meet 
in  Hattiesburg,  Jackson 


OLI^BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  pricB,  Mfidtng  Bud  BVAry 

«»««d.  OuBlltr  MTorkmcfiBhlp 
Write  tor  INuotrated  prico  toldor. 
"InterruiUonally  knoun  xpecialiiti** 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

•o»MS-C  —  Qroonwood.  Mm.  3fM0 


Anders  will  headline 
single  adult  retreat 


Just  back  in  print 
•  Revised  edition  of 

Archaeology  and  the 
Living  Word 
I  by  Dr.  Jerry  Vardaman. 
Sherwood  Press  $6.95 

Suitalile  for  January  Rililr  Slu(h ,  Train¬ 
ing  Lniun  |>^(lgram^.  and  Mudy  courw-K. 
Irami-diato  d<-li\t-rj.  .tvailaiilr  diru  dir 
Book  .Mart.  SUirkviUr.  .M.S  .39759  (BOl) 
323-2B44.  ,  u 


E.  J.  Daniels  <  . 

and  Associates  ' 

have  conduct,-'  - 

ed  some  24  ' 

tours,  to  Bible  \  j-  ■ 

Lands.  Many 

who  have  gone  ,  ^  ***^ft^ 

with  others  de-  '  .  i  ^ 
dare  our  tours  ' ' 

the  Greatest.  W 

Qur  tours  are 
first-class  all 

the  way.  , 

E.  J.  Daniels  KA 

and  Associates 

literally  make  the'Bible  COME  ALIVE. 
\t  Is  "more  than  “I'ust  a  tour".  It  is  a 
Bible-Seminart 

You  are  invited  to  Join  our 
pilgrinrlage  departing  for  Jordan, 
Israel  and  Egypt,  March  15. 

Write  For  Other  Departure  Oates.. 


GREENVILLE,  S.  C.  (BP)-L.  D. 
Johnson,  65,  one  of  Southern  Baptists’ 
best  known  speakers  and  writers  on 
moral,  social  and  theological  i^Ues, 
died  Dec.  20,  after  a  long  battle  with 
cancer. 

Johnson,  chaplain  of  Furman  Uni¬ 
versity  and  former  pastor  of  churches 
in  Sopth  Carolina  and  Virginia,  was 
author  of  five  books  and  a  frequent 
speaker  on  moral  and  social  issues.  He 
also  wrote  a  weekly  column  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  four  newspapers. 

Johnson  had  been  chaplain  of  Fur¬ 
man  and  profes^r  of  religion  since 
1967.  He  was  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Greenville,  S.  C.,  1962-67. 
Prior  to  that  he  was  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Danville,  Va.,  for  19 
years,  and  was  chairman  of  the  relig¬ 
ion  department  of  the  University  of 
Richmond  from  1959  to  1962. 

Jim  Cox,  retired 
pastor,  dies 

Jim  Cox  died  Dec.  27,  1981,  in  the 
hospital  in  Meridian.  Cox  was  retired 
with  illness  while  he  was  pastor  of  Pine  > 
Spring  Baptist  Church,'.  Lauderdale 
County,  j  I 

He  was  ordained  by  Calvary  .l^ptist 
Church,  Meridian,  and  was  employed 
as  mission  pastor  and  while  he  was  at 
the  mission  led  in-  the  organization  of 
West  Virginia  and  Ohio,  as  a  chaplain  pine  Springs  Mission  into  a  church  and 
with  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  in  Florida,  led  in  the  affiliaUon  of  the  church  in  the 
and  as  pastor  of  Linwood,  and  Dixon  Lauderdale  Association, 
churches  in  Neshoba  and  at  Freeny  Cox  had  suffered  ill  health  for  the 
church  in  Leake  Ck>unty.  lasttwo  years.  After  retirement  he  and 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  the  Mrs.  Cox  returned  to  their  home 
former  Lois  Mason  of-Linwood  Com-  church,  South  Side  Baptist  Chqrch, 
munity,  where  they  have  lived  since  Meridian. 

1W3;  one  daughter,  Elaine  Her-  Funeral  services  were  held  at  Webb 
rington,  and  two  grandchildren.  Funeral  Home.  Officiating  were  John 
..  ’  Hopper,  pastor  of  South  Side  Church; 

r  nnrl  ATrkni'lr  1  *‘'*‘ed  Womack  of  Clinton;  and  W;  Otis 

i  UIIUCIJJUIJV  !  Seal  of  Calvary,  Meridian. 

.  1  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs. 

Lorena  Cox,  two  daughters,  Mrs. 
1^  .  Joyce  Covington  of  Qinton,  and  Mrs. 

iQ  l\lim3,lllH  Gordie  Evelyn  Kooms  of  Virginia%ne 

sister;  one  brother;  and  five  grahd- 
WASHINGTON— David  B.  Funder-  children. 


Many  of  us  spend  half  our  time  wish¬ 
ing  for  things  we  could  have  if  we 
didn't  spend  half  our  time  wishing.— 
Alexander  Woollcott  • 


CHURCH  FURNISHINGS  i 
Best  prices  on  pew  cushions 
Chancel  •  Pews  «  Classroom 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
P.O.Box  537,  Brandon,  MS  39942 
Call  Collect  601-825-1955 


WOftLD'S  LARGEST  MANUTACTURER 

OF  FIBEROUAS8 

CHURCH  PROOUCTS 

•  STEEPLES 

•  WALL  CROSSES 

•  stained  FIBERGt  ASS  WINDOWS  '  . 

•  baptistries  ' 

•  baptistry  HEATERS  1/ 


By  Paul  Harrell,  director, 
Mississippi  Brotherhood  Department 
On  Sunday,  January  24,  thousands  of 
Southern  Baptist  Churches  will  recog¬ 
nize  and  honor  their  laymen  on  Baptist 
Men’s  Day.  The  theme  this  year  is 
“Men  On  Missions"  with  an  approp¬ 
riate  scripture  text  found  in  Matthew 
25:35^6. 

It  is  significant  that  Baptist  Men’s 
Day  focus  on  the  involvement  of  men 
in  mission  education  and  mission  ac¬ 
tivities.  In  many  churches  it  will  be  a 
eeting  concluded  with  a  noon  |ime  when  the  congregation  will  hear  a 
n  with  the  trustees,  their  layman  speak  or  a  group  of  laymen 
Id  other  friends  who  gathered  share  testimonies.  ’Die  program  may 
IS  appreciation  for  the  exper-  choruses,  prayer 

;  has  provided  the  Mississippi  breakfasts,  and  s^tal  mis«on  pr^ 
Foundation  through  the*  sentations.  It  can  be  a  day  of  deep  af- 


gives  you  suggestions  on  how  to  ob¬ 
serve  Baptist  Men’s  Day.  Let  this  be 
the  year  that  every  church  will  ob¬ 
serve  Baptist  Men’s  Day. 


Qur  tour 'prices  from  $100  to  $300 
below  other  first-class  tours.  All 
Expense,  11-Day  Tour  ot  Jordan, 
Israel  and  Egypt,  $1116,  plus  a  $200 
tax-deductible  Mission  Gift.  You  can 
earn  a  Free  Trip. 


M/rrte  fOf  ITM 
COiOf  brochure 


Meridian,"  Norris  L.  Stampley 
Jackson,  and  J.  Kearney  Travis,  Jr. 
Hattiesburg.  , 


(LCh4  657-6522  Bm  210  Hendeisoii  Teus  75652 


WRITE  FOR  COLOR  BROCHURE 


Write  or  c«b  collect  (601)  373-1 


DAVID  WESTBROOK 

Rt  T.SOX  1590  (MARWOOD  RD.)' 
JACKSON  MtSS  39212 


Medicare  Supplement 


napirav  ruu..ua»«..  - - -  firmatjon  and  encourage-ment  as  we 

witness  men  exercising  their  gifts  in 
-J.,  ministry. 

Y  iol0IlC0  ^1'®  tberfie  “Men  On  Missions” 

^  means  support  of  missions  through 

c^YVl-l  n  r  Qpf  praying  for,  giving  to,  and  participat- 

SCUUtkai.  iijg  in  mission  activities.  As  we  look 

-]|  M-  V  ^  .  around  our  world  and  note  the  many 

at  M0a.  L.0nt0r  mission  ilbeds,  certainly  this  is  a  day 

that  demands  a  bold  support  and  in- 
A  University  of  Mississippi  Medical  volvement  in  missions. 

Center  seminar  March  18-19  in  Baptist  Men’s  Day— January  24, 
Jackson  will  look  at  violence  in  the  1982,  is  a  day  to; 
family  and  what  to  do  about' it  1)  Recognize  the  leadershipof  men. 

The  two-day  program  is  designed  for  past  and  present,  who  are  involved 

through  the  church  program. 

2)  Challenge  men  not  involved  in 
leadership  responsibilities  to  explore 
and  discover  God’s  gift  to  them  for 
servtoe  in  his  Kingdom. 

3)  Inform  the  congregation  of  the 
importance  of  men  being  involved  in 
mission  activities. 

4)  Initiate  an  ongoing  Baptist  Men’s 
Prayer  Unit  in  the  church  and  lead  the 
congregation  to  become  involved  in  a 
mission  project. 

Baptist  Lairmen  in  Mississippi  are 
responding  to  the  challenge  of  Bold 
Missions.  The  Baptist  Men’s  Guide 
and  1981  October,  November,  De¬ 
cember  issue  of  Brollieiliood  Bofider 


Benefits  For 


Blood  transfusions 
Ambulance 
Nursing  Home 
Extended  stay 


Hospital  entrance  fees 
Docjtors  fees 
Private  room  expense 
Registered  nurse  '  ' 


States  Ambassador  to  Rumania. 

The  nominee  *is  a  member  of  the 
Memorial  Baptist  Church  in  Buies 
Creek,  North  Carolina,  where  he  is 
professor  of  history  at  (Campbell  Uni- 


For  full  information  ^01  out  coupon  and  mail  to;  * 

OLD  SOUTHERN  PROFESSIONAL  ASSOCIATION 
P.  0.  Drawer  2157  703  Hi-Way  80  West 

Clinton,  MS  39056 
(601)  924-1119 

Age - 


more  about  aeaiing  wim 

the  family.  ^  .u 

The  seminar  is  sponsored  by  the 
UMC  School  of  Nursing,  and  the  M^i- 
cal  Center  Division  of  Continuing 
Health  Professional  EdiKation  with 
support  from  the  Nursing  Alumni 
Chapter  of  the  University  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  Alumni  Association. 

Course  fee  is  $50.  For  information, 
contact  Continuing  Education.  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Mississippi  Medical  Center, 
2500  North  State  Street,  Jac^on, 
Miss  ,  39216y  Phone;  987-4914. 


NEED  active;  or  semi-retlred 
CHRISTRIAN  COUPLE  or 
MINISTER  and  WIFE  to  serve  at 
tourist  orientated  mountainside 
chapel.  Eureka  Springs;  Ark.  Must 
be  educated,  able  to  speak  to 
groups.  Modest  salary  accordiito  to 
need.  Write  Jim  Reed,  Route  2,  Box 
95A,  Eureka  Springs,  Ark  72632. 
Phone  l-312-596r2lM;  1-501-253- 
7109. 


vmity,  a  Baptist  school. 

He  and  his  wife  have  ^>ent  time  in 
Rumania  over  the  past  several  years, 
Mid  he  plans,  upon  confirmation,  to  af¬ 
filiate  with  a  Baptist  congregation  in 
Buch^t. 

From  1971  to  1972  he  was  in  the  coun¬ 
try  as  a  research  student  and  in  1975  as 
a  Foreign  Service  staff  officer  He  was 
also  there  irt  1976-77. 


Name 


Street 


Phone 


by  Old  Southern  Lift  Insurance  p 


'o..  Montgwnery  Ala 


I'ndenfcTirten 
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Th#  Airaody  Victorious 


Editorial 

Poes  creationism  violate  students’  rights? 


CHKI^T: 

"  IN  THE 
WORLD 
YOU 

WILL  FIND 
tROUBLE; 

.  VfT.Tixi 

coozu&e! 

1  HAVE 
CONQUERED 
THE  VVORLCI" 


bill  requlr-  Olh«-s  will  claim  that  teaching  sci-  fear  that  students  could  go  through  creationism.  It  simply  calls  for 

a  creation  entific  creationism  in  schools  consti-  school  and  accept  the  evolution  theory  teaching  if  evolution  is  tai 

evolution  is  tutes  the  establishment  of  religion  and  as  being  the  most  logical  explanation  Perhaps  the  best  thing  that  could  ( 

i  passed  the  thus  is  a  violation  of  the  separation  of  of  the  presence  of  the  universe  and  its  ouf  of  such  legislation  would  be 

od  now  Mis-  cburch  and  state.  If  teaching  scientific  inhabitants  and  refuse  to  accept  any  there  would  be  no  ton<»hing  that  v 

trying  to  de-  creationism  would  have  the  effect<^  explanation  that  all  was  created  for  seek  to  addre^  itself  to  any  sue 

e  about  the  establishing  a  religion,  however,  tbed  nothing.  tions  as  to  how  the  formation  o 

ationism  in  teaching  a  contrary  theory  is  just  as  „  ,  .  .  ^ ,  universe  came  about. 

rdl^ou,  or  it  would  to.  >0  be  tlS  tSi  SclenBic  cr,atlonl«n  i,  ba« 

.matrawl  '  IndSond  oteplers  B  tot  Berried  to  beam, 

^  K  likely  that  most  Of  the  senators  wbj  -  ‘“•verse, 

Lt  ,  Some  have  said  that  mem^  of  the  y^^d  in  favor  of  the  bill.  Senate  Bill  ‘ 

at  positions  Legislate  ^e  not jualifi^  to  deter-  2256,  draw  their  concepts  from  the  ^  Therefgre  it  must 

mine  wtw‘  f  ould  be  taught  in  public  same  source.  Of  the  S2  who  voted,  only  ^  ^  ^  ® 

d  that  such  four  voted  against  it.  It  is  highly  likely  sent  it  as  a  theory. 

itutionS^in  ;‘^as“o“be«-sofschoolboardsasa  thatoneor^reof  the  four  ^  just  li  .  K  would  seem  to  make  better  s 

™‘®  "'®"y  ®®“®’  i-eligious  and  believe  iust  as  firmlv  in  ^  findings  d 

mSto  SSr>rSKothr^JlS  «>«"»<l»vecomeab«„t(ro. 

the  will  of  the  people  m  free  elections;  voted  for  it  search  and  not  try  to  draw  any  ur 

in  ^®  qualification  in  either  _  .  ^  ^  „  ported  conclusions  from  them. 

S-n  ®®®®  “  ‘*‘®  ®‘’“‘ty  of  the  candidate  to  ^lU  was  introdu^  by  Senator  jf  evolution  is  to  be  presented 

‘®"‘®‘®*®"  seU  himself.  Emerson  Steinger  of  Columbia.  Be-  theory, however,  it  would 


grows  in 


they  are  not  of  such  weight  as  to  rule  it 
out.  The  lack  of  adequate  textbook 
material  has  been  cited.  This  is  a  good 
reason,  but  it  can  be  corrected. 

The  fact  that  it  can  be  presented  only 
as  a  theory  has  surfaced.  Again,  thi^ 
valid;  but  evolution  can  be  presented 
only  as  a  theory  also. 

The  jM-imary  reason  for  desiring  that 
creationism  should  be  taught  is  the 


The'rain  had  stopped  by  tiie  time  we  me  in  a  hug— that  cement  block  rock- 
arnved  in  the  village,  dready  in  full  ing  within  inches  of  my  nose!  , 
swing  of  market  day.  As  we  returned  to  town  the  rain 

We  passed  by’a  large  array  of  dolor-  came  dowh  again.  The  L9rd  had 
ful  items  spread  on  the  ground  or  oh  stayed  the  rain  long  enougH  for  his 
low  tables— tomhtoes,  little  gteen  ^  Word  to  be  preached  under  the  big  tree 
eggplants,  onions,  hot  peppers, 
oranges  and  tangerines,  plantain 
bananas,  ignames  (a  tubular,  starchy 
staple)  and  freshly  cut  rice.  Further 
on,  chickens  were  penned  in  woven 
grass  cages. 

Across  the  road  was  a  hodgepodge  of 
low,  red  mud-brick  houses  and  palm- 
front  pavilions  used  as  outdoor  kitch¬ 
ens,  sitting  here  and  there  on  a  slight 
rise.  The  dense  forest  crept  up  behind 
the  last  house.  We  wound  our  way 
among  the  houses,  skirting  racks  of 
coffee  and  cocoa  drying,  wash  pots, 
sleeping  dogs  and  playing  children. 

Women  glanced  up  from  their  usual 
morning  work- slicing  ignames  or 
stirring  an  iron  kettle  of  iMiling  rice. 

“Na  gu,  Ayoo!”  (My  child,  welcome)^ 
they  called  after  us. 

FYom  every  direction,  people  began 
coming  toward  our  "church”  under 
the  tree.  Gray-haired  inen,  bfint  yijh 
af^,^ung  mothers  wito  babidattedte 
their  backs,  and  small  children  push¬ 
ing  each  other,  vying  for  the  best  ^t, 
ail  streamed  to  the  place. 

Young  girls  carrying  water  buckets 
or  firewood  on  their  heads  passed  by 
the  circle  but  returned  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  without  their  burdens. '  Young, 
boys  halted  their  marble  game  and 
joined  the  circle.  Most  brought  three- 
legged  chairs,  low  benches  or  pieces  of 
stump  to  sit  on.  They  offered  their  best 
to  the  pastor  and  translator. 

As  the  group  sang  a  tiny  grey¬ 
headed  woman  came  toward  the  circle 
under  the  tree,  feeling  her  way  with 
the  aid  of  a  gnarled  stick:  Balanced  on 
her  head  was  a  cement  block.  Using 
the  stick  to  steadjy  herself,  she  slowly 
lowered  the  bio^k  and  squatted  on 
it— her  chair. 

The  preacher  stood  in  the  middle  of 
the  circle  of  upturned  faces.  Parents  > 
quieted  their  children,  even  sending 
some  away  from  the  group.  From  time 
to  time  everyone  had  to  scoot  over  a  bit 
to  make  room  in  the  circle  for' 
latecomers.  ' 

After  the  final  prayer,  small  groups 
fwmed  so  some  of  the  people  could 
talk  or  pray  with  the  pastor  or  with 
other  Christians. 


A  new  builtding  for  the  SBC 


At  its  semi-annual  meeting  next 
month  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Soutliern  Baptist  Convention  is  going 
to  continue  its  consideration  of  the  ad¬ 
visability  of  the  construction  of 


the  meetings.  ing  would  be  necessary  in  order  to  <dustrial  revenue  bonds  are  not  to  be 

The  present  building  was  con-  keep  that  trust  from  being  misinter-  used  for  religious  purposes.  This 
stracted  m  1961  at  a  cost  of  about  |1.2  preted.  would  be  another  reason  for  the  build- 

miUion.  pere  IS  a  thought  that  it  could  A  20-year  payback  in  the  form  of  ing  firm  owning  the  building  and  rent- 

K  $1.5  million.  It  has  rent  it  being  projected  at  almost  $1  ing  it  to  the  Executive  Committee  until 

about  44,000  square  feet  of  usable  million  a  year,  on  about  $12  per  square  i  it  is  debt-free 
space.  The  project  is  that  a  new  build-  fbot  annually.  This  surfaces  two  con¬ 
ing,  the  plans  for  which  are  already  siderations.  First,  do  we  want  to  spend  “®ve  back  to  the  original  as- 

being  developed,  wpuld  have  about  almo8t$20 million  for  a  $6.5  milli^ol-  '  s“™Pbon  that  some  kind  of  change  is 
80,000  square  feet  of  space  and  be  con-  lar  building?  That  is  not  unusual  in'  I  "«cessary.  Though  it  might  be  a  hard 
structed  for  about  $6.5  million.  these  times,  but  do  we  want  to  do  it?i  i  ‘•^^ision,  wopld  it  be  a  practical  mat- 

The  present  building  did  not  cost  the  Second,  where  is  the  $1  million  a  year'  r  ^r  if  the  fivO  agencies  which  are  now 
Executive  Committee  anything.  It  was  to  come  from?  >  i  of  the  building  found  other  of- 

a  gift  of  the  Sunday  School  Board.  The  The  answer  to  the  second  question  is  '  ^^®  One  such  agency,  the  His- 

Sunday  School  Board  could  not  be  ex-  that  the  agencies  would  be  charged  ^  ^*‘ical  Commission^  rents  from  the 
pected  to  have  the  same  sort  of  rent,  but  the  money  comes  from  W I  School  Board  at  the  present 

generosity  in  these  inflated  times,  but  same  source  regardless  of  what  ft  is  ^“®'  *be  vadancy  created  by 
it  has  offered  a  building  site  worth  called.  ...  moving  of  the  Education  Uonunis- 

about  $400,000  cost  free.  Finally  thwe  is  another  considera-  ‘*‘®  Christian  Life  Commission, 

Yet  there  are  details  that  should  be  tion.  Wh^  will  the  financing  come  ‘*‘®  Stewardship  Commission,  the 
4iven..sattous..4iwiaideratioa,.  and . frotaTObe  Executive  Committee  can’t  Southern  Baptist  Foundation,  and  the 


“Raising  the  legal  drinking  ages  in 
Michigan  and  Maine  were  directly  re¬ 
sponsible  for  a  sharp  drop  in  au¬ 
tomobile  accidents  attributed  to  into-' 
xication  among  young  drivers  in  those 
states,  according  to  a  University  of 
Michigan  study. .  . .  Accidents  result¬ 
ing  in  death  or  injury  in  Michigan  in¬ 
volving  young  people  fell  28  percent 
after  the  drinking  age  was  increased, 
and  single-car  crashes  by  min  in  the 
age  group  affected  by  the  law  declined 
22  percent  from  statistical  trends,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  report.  In  Maine,  where 
the  minimum  age  was  raised  to  20 
years  from  18  years  in  1979,  the  study 
found  a  nearly  17  percent  drop  in  non- 
injury,  alcohol-related  crashes.”— 
NEW, YORKTIMES,  11/4/81)- .  „  ,, 


visaoimy  ot  me  construction  of  a  new 
building  for  its  staff. 

The  consideration  of  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  new  building  surfaced  at  the 
September  meeting  of  the  committee 
with  the  report  of  a  long-range  study 
committee.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee,  William  Fortune  of  F^x- 
ville.  Tenn.,  is  in  the  buildingi  business 
and  has  led  to  a  very  thorough  study  of 


^Miters  to 
the  Editor 


Old  books  needed  • 

Dear  Editor; 

We’re  looking  for  a  couple  of  old— 
possibly  extinct— books.  Maybe  a  Bap¬ 
tist  Record  reader  has  a  copy  we  could 


Your  minister’s  wife  is  a  human  being 


tor’s  wife  are  unique ;  some  seem  trite. 
All  of  them,  however,  can  easily  be 
met  by  you,  the  church  member.  Here 
are  some  suggestions  to  aid  you  in  rec¬ 
ognizing  the  needs  of  your  minister’s 
wife  and  supporting  her  as  she  seeks  to 
fulfill  her  role  as  your  minister’s 
helpmate. 

•  Realize  your  minister’s  wife  is  just 
a  human  being.  She  has  the  same  feel¬ 
ings,  dreams,  and  desires  as  anyone 


to  pvoid  critici^.  The  result  is  that  needs  at  the  moment.  Maybe  you’re 
sooner  or  later  they  find  themselves  too  shy  to  approach  your  Iminister’s 
coming  apart  at  the  seams,  emotion-'  wife  and  compliment  her.  That’s  o.k., 
ally  ^  I^ysically.  You  can  help  your  '  too.  A  written  note  will  do  the  job  just 
minister’s  wife  avoid  this  by  assuring  as  well. 

her  6t  your  support  no  matter  how  The  idea  is  simply  this,  take  these 
many  or  how  few  responsibilities  she  suggestions  and  modify  them  to  fit 
undertakes.  your  own  situation.  Or  you  may  have 

•  realize  she’s  going  to  fail.  And  then  thought  of  other  ways  you  can  support 
forgive  her  when  you  think  stv^  has.  .  minister’s  wife.  Whatever  you 
She  won't  always  remember  to  give  decide  to  do,  your  support  will  greatly 
her  husband  your  message;  she  won’t  strengthen  your  minister’s  wife  as  she 
always  haye  a  radiant  smile;  she  strives  to  be  the  wonaan  God  has  called 
won’t  always  be  the  calm  amidst  the  her  to  be. 


borrow. 

(1)  “Mississippi  Baptist  State  Con- 
I  vention,  or,  ‘The  Convention  of 

the  Baptist  Denomination  of 
Mississippi’  ”  by  William  Carey 
I  Crane,,  published  in  1858  by  The 

Christian  Repository. 

(2)  History  of  the  Columbus  Associ- 

I  ation,  published  in  1881.  (This  is 

a  book,  not  the  minutes  for  that 
,  year.) 

_'1982  is  the  150th  anniversary  for  the 


First  Baptist  Church  of  Columbus.  We 
are  working  on  a  history,  and  would 
appreciate  help  from  your  readers, 


(Deanna  Harriton  it  a  resutent  qf  Ferris,  Tex. 
She  it  the  wife  of  a  minister  and  the  daughter  (fa 
miikster.) 


thanks. 

Joe  McKeever 


FBC,  Columbus 


that— suggestions.  Maybe  your  minis¬ 
ter’s  wife  is  40  years  ollder  than  you, 
and  a  one-to-one  friendship  is  unlikely 
That’s  o.k.  A  quick  "Hello,  Mrs. 
Johnson,”  might  be  just  what  she 


Donna  climbs  onto 


“  Chair  to  adjust  a  thermostat. 


Baptists  from  LF.S.  hold 

I  ‘ 

rallies  in  Israel  -  ftino’  at 
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.  Paul  Jordan  has  resigned  as  paster 
of  Gallman  Baptist  Church.  He  may  be 
reached  for-pulpit  supply  or  related 
activities  at  Route  1,  Box  165,  Walnut 
Grove,  Miss.  39189  (phone  253-2645). 

Ray  Walters  has  resigned  as  pastor 
of  West  End  Church  West  Point,  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  pastorate  of  Carmel  Church 
near  Meridian,  Lauderdalfe  County. 


By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 
Seventy-eight  Americans,  repre¬ 
senting  Southern  Baptist  churches  in 
right  states,  as  well  as  churches  of 
several  other  denominations,  used 
their  leisure  time  during  a  Christmas 
holiday  in  Israel  to  lead  evangelistic 
rallies  in  three  cities.  The  rallies  in 
Arab  Baptist  churches  in  Bethlehem, 
Turan  (near  Nazareth),  and  Gaza  re^ 
suited  in  20  professions  of  faith,  plus  at 
least  19  inquiries  concerning  the  (3hris- 


piano, accompanist.  George  Rawlin, 
orchestra  director  for  First  Baptist 
Church,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  played  a  trum-. 
pet  solo,  "Onward,  Christian  Sol-J 
diers."  Vocal  soloiste  included  three 


and  ABC-TV 


NBC-TV 

Tom  Larrimore  directed  the  choir. 
Irene  Martin  of  Forest,  Miss,  was 


entire  performance  was  televised  by 
an  Israeli  station,  and  parts  of  it  were 
picked  up  by  the  news  cameras  of 


- -  McNamee  , 

First  Baptist  Church,  Collinsville,  and  Anne  Marie,  2, 
Lauderdale  Association,  has  called  L. 

(jtordon  Sansing  as  pastor.  Interim  M 

a  pastor  there  since  .jfl 

May,  Sansing  cc(tne 
back  into  the  full 
time  ministry  from  _ 
retirement  the  sec-  ■ 

ond  time  to  accept 
this  position.  A . 
graduate  of  Missis-  Wj 

sippi  College  and 
New  Orleans  Semi- 
Sansing  nary,  he  has 
many  years  of  service  in  churches 
through  Mississippi  and  served  12 
.years  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  in  several  ^  ; 

capacities,  including  director  of 
evangelism. 


Wickes,  blind  Korean,  has  been  fea¬ 
tured  filling  Billy  Graham  crusades. 


The  evangelistic  rallies  were  held  in 
the  evenings,  Dec.  21-24.  Roy  Fish, 
professor  of  evangelism  at  Southwest-, 
ern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,' 
Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  preached  at  Turan, 
a  community  not  far  from  Nazareth 
and  in  an  area  where,  Ray  Register j 
Southern  Baptist  missionary,  is 
stationed.  Kim  Wickes  sang.  Michael 
Burt  of  Shreveport,  La.,  minister  of 
music  at  Summer  Grove  Baptist 
church,  played  the  trumpet  and  also 
direct^  a  choir  select^  from  thq 
traveling  group. 

Fish  reported  that  on  one  evening  18 
responded  to  the  invitation  at  the  close 
of  his  sermon,  expressing  their  im 
terest  in  becoming  Christians  and  ask-i 

•  _  A  I _ _ -1 _ A.  *1.^ 


Representatives  of  eight  states  in  the  U.S.  sang  in  First  Baptist  Curch,  Bethlehem. 
Dec.  23  and  24.  Tom  Larrimore.  music  evangelist,  Jackson.  Miss.,  who  directed  the 
choir,  and  John  Adkerson,  staff  evangelist.  First  Baptist  Church.  Atlanta,  Ga.,  tour 
director,  are  pictured  second  row,  center.  Naim  Khoury,  pastor  of  the  Bethlehem 
church,  his  wife  and  son,  and  Ruth  Van  Martin,  independent  missionary  working  in 
Israel,  are  at  right,  front  row.  i 


ing  to  know  more  about  the  Christian 
faith.  He  said  that  while  he  was  there, 
ah  ABC  reporter  interviewed  thd 
Turan  pastor,  Suheil  Ramadan,  on  thq 
subject,  “What  Is  It  Like  To  Be  An 

A«*aK  OUe»««94ck»t  Te%  A  1bliiolirv\ 


^  The  Easons 

Rusty  Allen  Eason  joined  the  staff  of 
Mt.  Zion  Baptist  Church,  Indepen¬ 
dence  on  Jan.  3  as  minister  of 
music/youth.  Eason  formerly  was 
minister  of  music/youth  at  Olive  Place 
Baptist  Church,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.  and 
a  student  at  Southwestern  Seminary, 
called  The  degree  of  Master  oFCJiurch  Music 
was  awarded  to  hinj  in  December, 
J98i. 

Eahon,  a  native  of  Memphis,  Tenn., 
was  graduated  from  Union  University, 
Jackson,  Tenn.  He  is  married  to  the 
former  Susan  Branch  of  Burlison, 
Tenn.  They  have  one  daughter,  Ange- 


Central,  Brookhaven,  has  welcomed 
a  minister  of  music,’  R.  T.  Spivey. 


Charles  Guy  has'resigned  at  Ruth 
Church,  Lincoln  County,  to  acceptthe 
pastorate  of  the  Braxton  Church  at 
Braxton. 


Mt  Zioo  Church,  Lowndes  County, 
has  had  its  children’s  building  remod- 
ried,  inside  and  outside.  Also  an  addi¬ 
tional  nursery  facility  has  been  con¬ 
structed.  George  Thomas  is  pastor. 


Ars^  Christian  In  A  Muslim  World?’^ 

During  the  one  rally  held  in  Gazal 
one  ydung  num  made  a  profession  of 
faith.  He  was  one  of  a  group  that  haq 
been  serious  hecklers  of  Baptist  s^r 

vices  in  Gaza.  Dorothy  Millner  sang  at  .  <  -  .  .  ,  # 

this  service.  George  Lauderdale  oi  Philadelphia,  Porter  is  a  graduate  of 
Decatur,  Ga.,  member  of  First  Barf  Mountain  College  and  Smrthern 

tist,  AUanta,  Ga.,  preached.  Jim  and  Baptist  Seminary,  LouisviUe,  Ky.  He 
Sharon  McPherson,  Southern  Ba^>Uat  goes  from  Grace  Memorial  BapUst 
missionaries  in  Gaza,  coordinated  th4  Church,  Gulfport.  He  is  married  to  the 

j  former  Tommye  Burns,  also  of 

Nineteen profession^of faith,  include  Philadelphia,  and  they  have  one 
ina  two  teen-age  Kiris,  were  made  dur-  daughter,  Nikki,  10. 


Corkilfa  Church,  Jasper  County,  held 
Watch  Night  from  6  p.m.  until  12  mid¬ 
night  on  New  Year’s  Eve,  Dec.  31, 1961. 
Preaching  and  singing  were  featured. 
Speakers  were  (Jharles  Dykes,  Hal 
Taylor,  John  West,  and  Burnett  (fara¬ 
way.  Hie  Searchers  and  other  singing 
groups  presented  music. 


la,  age  fouT  months.  Austin  Moore,  Jr. 
is  pastor  al  Mt.  Zion. 


Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Cent¬ 
er’s  BSU  executive  council  consists  of 
students  from  each  of  MBMC’s 
health-related  schools:  medical 
technology,  radiologic  technology,  re¬ 
spiratory  therapy  ^  practical  nurs¬ 
ing.  Council  memMrs  are  Charles 
Heath,  Butch  TolberL  Susan  Hartung, 

Connie  Hardison.  Sandra  Chaphnan. 

Risa  Breland,  Sandra  Pearce,  Lagene 
Sellers,  Carol  Hubbard,  Joe  Barnes, 
and  Connie  Cook.  Kathy  Bearden  is  di¬ 
rector  of  student  activities. 

A  stained  glass  window,  84  inches 
square,  has  been  installed  on  the  wall 
of  the  baptistry  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Tutwiler,  paid  for  by  .p  fre^  _ 
will  offering  in  memo^  of  the  late  W. 

E.  Wright,  who  died  in  the  spring  of 
1981.  Wright  was  a  long  time  member 
and  deacon  of  the  church.  His  family 
continues  to  be  actively  involved 
there. 

The  central  object  in  the  window  is  a 
cross  representing  the  cross  of  Christ. 

In  the  border  of  the  window  are  incor¬ 
porated  various  symbols  of  the  Christ¬ 
ian  faith,  such  as  palm  branches,  a 
fish,  an  open  Bible,  a  crown,  and  a 
lamp.  The  dominant  colors  are  amber 
and  green,  matching  the  interior  of  the 
church  sanctuary.  The  window  is 
lighted  from  behind  by  a  fluorescent 
tubes  on  all  sides.  A  special  lighUng 
ceremony  was  included  as  a  part  of  the 
worship  service  of  Dec.  27, 1981.  S.  M. 

Henriques,  Jx.  is  pastor. 

Port  Gibson  Church  has  gone  over 
the  goal  it  set  .for  the  Lottie  Moon 
Cliris^mas  Offer ihg  again  this  year, 
with  total  gifts  of  $1,703.00.  aayton 
Bath  is  pastor. 

Mt.  Pleasant  Church  (Lincoln)  rec¬ 
ognized  Agnes  Herring  with  a  recep¬ 
tion  recently  in  appreciation  of  her  30  radio  paging 
as  church  clerk.  Lrfttorioh 


Cliff  Temple  members 

I 

“visit”  missions  spots 


MEN  FROM  HOLLYWOOD  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  SLEDGE,  deliver  a  new  couch  and 
chair  for  each  of  three  cottages  on  The  Farrow  Manor  Campus  of  The  Baptist 
Children's  Village.  Tom  Bonds  is  pastor  and  Ronriie  Lusher  is  minister  of  music. 
Hollywood  also  furnished  a  holiday  meal  and  holiday  weekend  for  each  of  thd  30  boys 


ney  around  the  mission  room  and  our 
guide  was'Marcus  Marler,  a  real  MK 


and  girls  who  reside  on  The  Farrow  Manor  Campus  near  Independence,  Miss. 


Acteens,  and  their  leader,  Jan  Sinrt- 
mons.  They  had  just  finished  the 
foreign  missions  study.  West  Africa 
Up  Front,  and  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  country.  > 

From  Africa,  we  went  on  to  Brazil,, 
where  Katrina  (^mpbell,  fcmner  mis¬ 
sionary  journeyman,  shared  her  ex¬ 
periences  and  trinkets  with  us.  She 
wore  a  beautiful  native  costume. 

On  we  journeyed  in  spirit  to  Mexico, 
as  our  GA’s  and  leaders,  Mary  Sim¬ 
mons  and  Gloria  Huff,  shared  many 
interesting  items,  pictures,  and  clo¬ 
thing. 

Guam 


First  Baptist  Church,  Gautier,  sent 
its  pastor,  Billy  Williams,  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  crusade  of  Central-Luzon, 


ired  our  Christmas  with  these  wonderful  kids,  said  Ben  Kern,  During  that  week  35w^ 

he  Pager  Repair  Facility.."We  got  much  more  from  them  than  we  that  WWK,  35^ 

Repair  Facility  is  asubsidiary  of  Mobile  (ilommunicahonsCorpo-  ^  member- 

(elaware  corporation  headquartered  in  Jackson,  which  operates  1  9nft  ^ 

,  telephone,  and  telephone  answering  services  in  19  states.  "Xtor  Kte^ry  and  his  wife  and  chil- 
ing,  Ernie  Jacksgn,  John  Strahan,  Joel  Buckley,  Bobby  Hubbard ;  dren  live-in  an  apartment  in  the  church 
Crenshaw,  Ricky  Huff,  Richie  Bryant,  Robert  Odom,  Young  complex,  which  is  near  the  Shepherds’ 
Pager  Repair  Facility  employees  Michael  Ingram,  Lynda  Dow-  Field.  Tbeir  support  comes  from  First 
r,  Libby  Little,  Ben  Kern.  Baptist  Church,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and 

■tr  from  other  churches  and  individuals. 

The  church  has  a  ministry  with  crip- 
i  1\  T  pled  children.  Its  two  buses  pick  up 

I  \  children  from  a  crippled  children’s 

^  w'  ^  ^  l/iy  eJ  •  •  •  home  and  take  them  to  the  church  ser¬ 

vices. 

W.  Kellum  left  the  Three  students  from  Mississippi  Ruth  van  Martin,  an  independent 
to  visit  their  son,  were  awarded  degrees  from  Southern  “faith”  missionary,  went  four  ye^s 

angkhla,  Thailand.  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky\  Dec.  18.  ago  from  First  Baptist  Church,  At- 

Day  they  traveled  The  Mississippi  Baptist  graduates  lanta,  to  Israel.  She  assists  now  with 

insferred  to  Bataan,  were  members  of  the  final  graduating  the  work  at  First  Baptist  (Church, 

tinue  his  evangelis-  class  under  the  presidency  of  Duke  K.  Bethlehem,  particularly  with  the  Arab- 

;ees  from  Vietnam.  McCall,  who  is  retiring  after  three  de-  children.  , 

elping  Doug  get  set-  cades  as  the  head  of  Southern  Baptists’  Because  of  the  success  of  the 

;.  Also  they  will  ob-  oldest  theological  institution.  Missis-  evangelistic  crusacle  in  BeWehem^ 

two  mission  fields  ‘  sippi  graduates  who  received  degrees  Chrisbnas,  1980,  missionaries 

iry  personnel. 'They  include;  Master  of  Divinity-  in  other  areas  of  Israel  had  requrat^ 

th  refugees  and  also  /Theology-Richard  D.  Axtell,  Qin-  that  evangelistic  rallies  be  held  ht 

Lhristnnas,  1981,  in  other  towns  also. 


Philippines,  last  month- 

Williams  began  his  work  as  he 
preached  in  a  village  in  San  Fernando, 
Pampanugo.  There  were  53  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith. 

His  next  assignment  was  te  preach 
in  tt\^ponsoring  church  and  to  in- 
steuct  and  disciple  new  converts.  At 
last  report,  a  good  number  had  ac¬ 
cepted  Christ  in  the  sponsoring 
church. 


years 

James  Stuard  was  ordained  recently 
as  deacon  by  First  Baptist  Church, 
Magee,  Oliver  Ladnier,  pastor. 


was  our  next  stop  on  our  jour- 


— - - — Devotional^ — - - 

Building  builders 

’  By  Neron  Smith,  consultant,  Church  Architecture,  ( 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

‘“What  is  the  house  whifih  you  would  build  for  me  . .  .”  (Isaiah  66:1  RSV), 
God  asked  this  qu^tion  through  his  prophet  when  his  people  probably  were  ir 
the  beginning  stages  of  a  chbrch  building  program— the  rebuilding  of  the  Tern- 


The  plans  were  finished.  The  construction  was  under 
way.  The  people  were  committed  to  the  Temple’s  comple¬ 
tion.  .  I 

So  ikhy  the  quesUon?  Did  not  God  'understand  what 
they  were  doing  fen*  lum? 

Here  may  be  a  key  to  understanding  Ckxl’^  question, 
“...the  emphasis  on  the  importance  of  getting  the  Temple 
rebuilt  is  misplaced.  God  wants  the  inner  reform  which  goes 
with  the  humble  spirit.  His  primary  desire  is  not  for  a  'Tem¬ 
ple  ...  It  is  always  much  easier  to  erect  a  religious  edifice 
than  it  is  actually  ' to  be  the  people  of  God.”  (The  Layman’s 


ton;  C.  Edward  Richardson,  Clinton 
and  Lawrence  J.  Williams,  Jackson. 


(Anne  McWilliams,  editorial  as¬ 
sociate,  the  Baptist  Record,  was  a 
member  of  the  tour  group  and  took  part 
in  the  services  at  First  Baptist  Church, 
Bethlehem. ) 


Gary  Martin  Shaw  of  Hattiesburg, 
and  Jimmy  Dean  McNair  of  Haz- 
lehurst  received  degrees  recently  dur¬ 
ing  mid-year  graduation  at  Southeast¬ 
ern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary, 
Wake  Forest,  N.  C.  Shaw  was  award^ 
the  Master  of  Religious  Education  de¬ 
gree  and  McNair  received  the  Master 
of  Divinity  degree.  , 


Smith  than  it  is  actually  to  be  the  people  of  God 
Bible  Commentary— Isaiah— by  G.  Ernest  Wright,  John  Knox  Press,  1965) 

His  people  were  so  busy  rebuilding  the  Temple  that  they  were  not  being  built 


Taichung,  Republic  of  (phina— Two 
recent  nights  of  evangelistic  rallies 
drew  20,000  people  to  a  Taichung 
sports  coliseum,  according  to  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  missionary  Tom 
McEachin.  Called  “Nights  of  Love,’^ 
the  rallies  were  organiz^  by  a  fellew- 
ship  of  Clhristians  in  the  radio,  televi¬ 
sion  and  film  industries.  The  group 
participated  in  similar  rallies  last 
year  and  this  summer  in  Taipei,  Re¬ 
public  of  C3iina. 

Approximately  600  people  have 
made  decisions  for  Christ  at  rallies 
held  thus  far. 


were  honored  NOV.  zz.  nioi  r- 

tion  on  their  25th  wedding  anniversary. 
He  is  interim  pastor  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Brookhaven.  They  are 
members  of  O'Zion  Baptist  Church 
Meadville.  The  reception  was  given  at 
the  Cases'  home  in  Brookhaven  by  tfw 
■coupie's  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ja^s  A. 
Case,  Jr.  Angelia  Rena  Case.  Reggie 
Case,  and  granddaughter.  Delina  Mane 
Case,  all  of  Brookhaven.  The  Cases  were 
married  Nov.  21.  1956.  at 

r.hnn^h  Brookhavon.  Raymond 
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The  way  to  handle  offenses 


I 

V  olunteers 
home  into 


transforming  Rice 
Baptist  landmark 


By  Howard  E.  SpeU,  Clinton 
Matthew  18:1-35 
lesson  be^ns  a  new  unit  on 
“Kingdom  Teachings  for  Daily  Liv¬ 
ing”  which  included  chapters  18-20  in 
Matthew.  Our  title  for  this  lesson  does 
not  suggest  there  is  only  one  way  to 
handle  an  offense. 

I.  A  troublesome  question  <18:1) 

One  wonders  if  the  other  apostles  did 

not  get  a  feeling  at  times  that  Peter, 
James,  and  John  had  been  gjven 
favorable  consideration  or  preferen¬ 
tial  treatment.  Much  of  the  unhappi¬ 
ness  suffered  by  people  comes  about 
when  they  begin  making  comparisons 
and  decide  that  some  one  else  is  re¬ 
ceiving  more  Of  something  than  they 
are.  It  may  be  more  recognition  or 
praise  or  almost  anything,  but  selfish 
attitudes  cause  them  to  feel  slighted  or 
left  out  of  something.  When  this  hap¬ 
pens,  they  become  <rff ended 

II.  An  unexpected  reply  (18:24) 

Although  the  disciples  likely  held  to 

the  attitude  of  their  contemporaries 
that  great  ones  were  those  who  re¬ 
ceived  the  honor  and  servitude  of 
others^  Jesus  did  not  haVe  this  view. 
Rather  he  used  a  child  as  an  example 
to  say  that  the  greatest  person  is  hum¬ 
ble,  trustful,  anxious  to  learn.'  and 
completely  straightforward.  The  one 
who  would  be  great  does  not  go  around 
looking  for  some  one  to  serve  him. 

III.  The  seriousness  of  causing  others 
to  stumble  (18:7-14) 

Since  children  are  so  trusting,  it  is 
easy  for  them  to  be  led  astray,  but 
Jesus  pronounced  serious  conse¬ 
quences  on  those  who  did  cause  little 
ones  to  stumble. 

Jesus  knew  that  occasions  for 
stumbling  should  come  about  because 
he  knew  the  conditions  qxisting  in  the 
world.  He  also- knew  that  the  one  who 
stumbles  is  not  without  fault,  but  he 
put  much  emphasis  on  one  who  causes 
another  to  stumble.  To  illustrate  this 
he  used  the  striking  example  of  am¬ 
putating  a  foot  or  hand  that  caused  one 
to  stumble.  This  was  done  for  effect,  to 
attract  attention,  for  Jesus  knew  it  was 
not  the  foot,  or  hand,  or  eye  thatcaused 
trouble. 

All  the  members  of  the  body  are 
moved  by  or  motivated  by  the  mind. 
They  do  not  act  independently  and  he 
was  not  advocating  literal  amputa¬ 
tion.  He  did  want  to'  emphasize  the 
seriousness  of  placing  stumbling 
blocks  in  the  way  of  others.  God  has 
concern  for  every  person  just  as  a 
shepherd  might  show  more  concern 
for  one  lost  sheep  than  for  ninqty-nine 
who  were  safely  in  the  fold. 


IV.  The  duty  of  seeking  reconciliation 

(18:15-20)  ' 

Jesus  turned  from  the  thought  of 
causing  others  to  stumble  to  the  at¬ 
titude  one  should  have  when  he  thinks 
he  has  been  wronged.  He  should  seek 
reconciliation  and  not  let  the  wrong 
done  him  remain  in  his  thoughts  as  a 
cankering  sore.  When  one  who  has 
done  wrong  refuses  to  hear  an  appeal 
for  recoiiciliaton  from  the  offended  | 
brother,  and  even  from  the  church,  he 
is  to  be  as  a  Gentile  and  a  publican. 
This  does  not  mean  that  he  is  to  be 
shunned  or  even  hated. 

The  Christian’s  attitude  toward  the 
Gentile  or  publican  ought  to  be  one  of 
compassion.  Here  is  one  who  is  lost 
and  needs  to  be  won.  At  the  same  timd 
the  Christian  needs  to  be  very  careful 
a^t  using  the  label  “non-Christian.” 

It  seems  so  very  easy  for^-people  to- 
think  of  thbse  who  do  not  agree  with 
them  as  not  being  Christian.  When  we 
do  this,  we  become  judges  in  some 
areas  in  which  we  are  not  competen  t  to 
Judge.  We  may  not  have  all  the  facts  or 
motives. 

Forgiveness  unlimited  (18:21-35) 

Simon  Peter  does  not  appear  to  be 
trying  to  entrap  Jesus  into  an  unfavor-' 
able  response  when  he  asked  how 
many  times  he  should  be  willing  to  for¬ 
give  an  erring  brother.  The  Jewish 
Talmud  had  taught  that  one  should 
forgive  even  up  to  three  times  and 
Peter  seems  to  have  thought  he  was 
being  unusually  magnanimous  in 
suggesting  seven  times.  When  Jesus 
said,  “unto  seventy  times  seven,”  he 
was  not  putting  a  definite  limfk  but 
was,  in  effect,  saying  that  one  should 
not  keep  statistics  on  the  matter  of  for¬ 
giveness.  God  does  not  put  any  limit  on 
the  number  6f  times  he  will  forgive  a 
repentant  seeker  or  wayward  child  nor 
should  we  establish  such  limits. 

In  order  to  illustrate  this  truth  and  to 
show  the  difference  between  man’s 
forgiving  attitude  and  that  of  God, 
Jesus  told  them  a  parable— commonly 
called  the  parable  of  the  unforgiving  or 
unmerciftil  servant.  In  this  story  a 
king  was  about  to  cast  a  servant  into 
prison  because  he  did  not  have  the 
means  to  pay  a  large  debt  but  because 
he  begged  for  mercy  the  king  forgave 
him.  Instead  of  showing  eternal 
gratitude  that  servant  went  out,  found 
one  who  owed  him  about  t^ equiva¬ 
lent  of  one  day’s  wages  ahd  had  him 
put  in  prison  bi^ause  of  h^s  mability  to 
pay. 

Our  forgiveness  of  another  should  be 
measured  by  the  way  in  which  God 


Process  and  paradox 


By  James  L.  Travis,  III 
Pastoral  Services.  University 
of  Mississippi  Mklical  Center 
Jackson,  Miss. 

I  Corinthians  3:1-11;  4:1-2 

From  the  “mind  of  Christ”  to  dirty 
diapers  describes  the  shift  that  Paul 
makes  as  he  moves  from  the  second 
chapter  into  tKe  third  chapter  of  I 
(Corinthians.  He  turns  trom  the  lofty 
heights  of  the  awar^ess  of  the 
“spiritual  than”  to  address  the  messy 
failure  of  the  (Corinthian  community  to 
enter  into  the  fullness  of  this  spiritual 
experience. 

Viewed  superficially  the  first  part  of 
this  passage  seeihs  to  involve  Paul  in 
self-contradiction.  On  the  one  hand,  he 
is  writing  to  baptized  Christians  who 
have  received  the  Spirit.  He  turns,  on 
the  other  hand,  to  accuse  them  of  not 
hating  the  Spirit. 

It  has  been  pointed  out,  however, 
that  Paul  here  is  giving  an  essentially 
moral  interpretation,  with  the  fruits  of 
the  Spirit  being  the  chief  moral  virtues 
(as  in  Gal.  5:22-23).  The  absence  of 
these  must  indicate  that  the  Spirit  is 
nothing  more  than  a  latent  possibility. 

Also,  in  this  passage  Paul,  as  in 
many  other  places’ in  his  writings,  is 
closely  involved  with  those  to  whom  he 
writes.  This  meabs  that  there  is  an  in¬ 
tertwining  of  references  to  himself  and 
to  his  readers.  It  is  out  of  this  context 
that  Paullspeaks  here  first  to  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  Christian  growth,  then  to  the 
paradox  involved  in  Christian  service. 

3;  1-3— Christian  Growth:  ^aul  re¬ 
minds  the  Corinthian  Christians  that 
in  his  visit  to  their  community  he  had 
to  deal  with  them  at  an  elementary 
level  of  their  development  in  the  (Chris¬ 
tian  faith.  As  he  expresses  that  in  this 
passage,  it  is  Without  any  sense  of 
bl^e,  rather,  for  tliem  to  be  babes  in 
Christ  at  the  point  of  Paul’s  visit  was 
'  apmopriate  fcx*  their  own  experience. 

wwever,  Paul  points  out  that  the 
process  of  growth  has  not  occurred: 
“and  even  yet  you  are  not  ready.  ”  The 
evidence  whi(^  Paul  dtes  for  making 
this  assessihqnt  is  that  there  appa¬ 
rently  is  the  kind  of  jealousy  ahd  strife 
within  the  congregation  which  does  not 
lend  itself  to  a  productive  resolution. 

Rather,  this  conflict  has  hardened 
into  intra-church  divisions  which  ap¬ 
pear  more  like  cults.  One  cult  pays  al- 
legiancbe  to  Paul,  another  cult  to  Apol- 
los.  Dialogue  and  shared  ministry  are 
not  possible  with  these  rigiiFbwnd- 
aries  dividing  the  church.. 

This  means  then  that  ministry  and 


readily  forgives  a  penitent  sinner.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  when  the 
disciples  asked  Jesus  to  teach  them  to 
pray  and  when  he  gave  them  a  model ; 
he  taught  them  to  say,  among  other 
things,  ‘‘And  forgive  us  our  debts,  as 
we  also  have  forgiven  our  debtors” 
(Matt.  6:12  NASV).' Following  that 
model  prayer,  Jesus  also  said,  “For  if 
you  forgive  men  for  their  transgres¬ 
sions,  your  heavenly  Father  will  also 
forgive  you”  (Matt  6:14  NASV).  For¬ 
giveness  is  a  divine  characteristic  and 
one  we  should  practice. 

Moon  school 
loses  appeal 
for  charter 

WASHINGTON  (BP)-Unification 
Church  officials  have  failed  to  per¬ 
suade  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  to  re¬ 
view  the  denial  of  a  charter  to  the 
group’s  Barrytown,  N.Y.,  seminary. 

In  a  one-line  order,  the  high  court 
refused  an  appeal  brought  by  the  con¬ 
troversial  Sun  Myung  Moon  and  other 
church  leaders,  claiming  that  the 
school  was  the  victim  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  by  the  New  York  State  Board  of 
Regents. 

Nearly  four  years  ago,  the  regents, 
charged  by  New  York  law  with  grant¬ 
ing  charters  to  institutions  of  higher 
education,  refused  a  charter  applica¬ 
tion  from  the  Unification  Theological 
Seminary  on  grounds  it  was  academi¬ 
cally  deficient  and  fiscally  questiona¬ 
ble. 

After  losing  in  two  state  coiifts, 
church  officials  asked  the  Supreme 
Court  to.stqp  in  and  accused  the  re¬ 
gents  of  conducting  “an  extraordinar¬ 
ily  lengthy  and  upprecedentedly  at¬ 
tenuated”  investigation. 

But  the  regents  countered  by  saying 
that  the  church’s  religious  beliefs  were 
“irrelevant”  to  their  investigation  and 
said  that  church  leaders  “seek  to  use 
what  they  themselves  call  their  ‘un¬ 
popularity’  as  a  sword  to  obtain  the 
right  to  operate  a  college  without 
meeting  standard  academic  and  fiscal 
requirements.” 

,  Revival  Dates 

Mt.  Zion  Chiifch,  Independence: 
Jan.  17-21 ;  services  10:30  a.m.  and7:30 
p.m. ;  Junior  Hill,  full-time  evangelist 
from  Hartselle,  Ala.,  speaker;  Rusty 
Elhson  in  charge  of  music;  evening 
services  to  be  broadcast  over  WVIM- 
FM  95, 


By  Patti  Stephenson  ' 

NORTHBORO,  Mass.  (BPj-t-When 
Bill  Crotts  first  came  to  Noijthboro 
looking  for  the  Luther  Rice  home, 
people  scratched  their  heads  aitf  could 
not  recall  such  a  place.  | 

But,  thanks  to  Ootts  and. other  vol¬ 
unteers,  the  Luther'Rice  hoipe  will 
soon  become  a  Southern  Baptist  land¬ 
mark  in  this  small  New  England  town 
near  Boston,  where  Rice,  the  farsigh¬ 
ted  man  who  organized  Baptists  na¬ 
tionally,  was  bom  in  1783.  ^ 

To  celebrate  his  200th  birttylay  in 
1983,  Southern  Baptists  have  underta¬ 
ken  the  restoration  and  develbpment 
of  his  birthplace.  The  property,  ac¬ 
quired  by  the  SBC  Home  Mission 
Bwd  is  1968,  is  also  the  site  of  puther 
Rice  Memorial  Baptist  Church  and  the 
offices  of  the  Baptist  General  Aksocia- 
tion  of  New  England.  [ 

A  national  committee  appointed  by 
HMB  President  William  G.  Tanner  is 
overseeing  renovation  of  the  1  iim-of- 
the<entury  house  built  on  th<  same 
foundation  where  the  Rice  horn ;  origi-' 
nally  stood. 

A  nearby  barn  and  blacksmi  h  shop 
willvhouse  a  visitors’  center,  1  brary, 
conference  center  and  a  histori  :al  col¬ 
lection  of  Rice’s  writings,  kfusical 
dramas  depicting^us  life  ^  Southern 
Baptist  history  will  be  presented  in  an 
outdoor  amphitheater. 

Volunteers  are  providing  mo$t  of  the 
labor  for  this  restoration,  accoiding  to 
Bill  Wilson,  HMB  director  of  Christian 
'■Service  Cor^.  *  j 

For  Crotts,  a  civil  engineer  from 
Christiansburg,  Va.,  a  recent  btint  in 
.  Northboro  marked  his  10th  trip  as  a 
Christian  Service  Corps  volunteer. 
With  his  wife,  Ellen,  he  took  tw4  w^ks 
of  vacation  to  supervise  major  remod¬ 
eling  of  thf  house,  living  in  their  travel 
trailer  and  sharing  meals  wi^  three 
other  couples :  James  and  JaneiAdains 
of  Claxton,  Ga. ;  Beth  and  Eldon  Craw¬ 
ford  of  Columbiana,  Ala.,;  and  James 
and  Helen  Helms  of  Lincolntoi,  N.C. 

Following  plans  designed  Iby  ar¬ 
chitect  Hamish  Frazier,  another' 
Christian  Service  Corps  volunteer, 
Crotts  and  his  crew  tore  out  the 
downstairs  kitchen  and  moved  it  up¬ 
stairs;  installed  plumbing  and  fixtures 
for  an  upstairs  bath ;  and  r'l^placed 
severaKwindows.  ( 

The  second  floor  will  be  used  as  an 
apartment  for  the  curator  of  the  prop¬ 
erty.  Rufus  Crozier,  a  former 'profes¬ 
sor  at  Missouri  Baptist  College  in  St. 
Louis,  and  his  wife  now  livej  in  the 
home  as  Mission  Service  Corps  volun¬ 
teers.  '  ‘ 

llie  firstfloor  is  being  restor^  in  the 


federalist  style  of  the  early  .19th  cen¬ 
tury,  when  Rice’s  work  was  just  be¬ 
ginning.  Mrs.  (}ecil  B.  Day  d  Atlanta  is 
furnishing  these  rooms  with  period  an¬ 
tiques.  They  will  be  open  for  tours,  but 
wW  also  provide  a  meeting  place  for 
Baptists,  according  to  M.  Wendell  Be- 
lew,  chairman  of  the  restoration 
committee  and  director  of  the  HMB 
missions  ministries  division.  ^ 

During  their  stay,  the  women  also 
workM  with  pastor  Charles  McGuire 
of  Judson  Memorial  Baptist  Church  in 
Lawrence.  They  visited  neighbor¬ 
hoods  and  tenement  apartments  and 
stuffed/envelopes  with  .letters  telling 
Lawr^e  residents  alxAit  ^e  church, 

“It  was  an  eye-opening  experi- 
ence,”Ellen  Crotts  admitted.  “Many 
people  were  polite  and  seemed  in-; 
terested.  Not  many  knew  who  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  are,  t^ugh.” 

There’s  much  work  to  be  done  before 
the  June  18,  1983,  dedication,  Belew 
noted.  He  predicted  the  finished  home- 
site  will  be  “much  like  a  state  park 
with  a  Christian  witness”  and  where 
visitors  can  see“what  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  are  doing  in  missions  around  the 
world.” 

Wilson  said  it’s  a  fitting  memorial 


for  the  man  who  most  influenced  early 
Baptists  to  organize  iii  support  of  mis¬ 
sions.  “New  England  is  where  Bap¬ 
tists  began  in  America,”  he  explained. 
“Roger  Williams  came  here  to  start 
the  furst  American  Baptist  church.  Yet 
when  New  Englanders  hear  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptists,  they  say  ‘who?’  We  hope 
a  visit  to  the  Luther  Rice  home  will 
help  answer  that  question.” 

( Patti  Stephenson  is  HMB  Assistant 
News  Editor.)  V 


,  Seminary  rector 
named  in  Roland 

WARSAW-Konstanty  Wiazowski 
has  been  named  rector  of  the  Polish 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

Following  studies  in  Watsaw  and  at 
the  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  of 
Ruschlikon,  he  was  associated  with 
the  Baptist  Union’s  communications 
ministries,  serving  as  production 
editor  of  the  monthly  Slowo  Prawdy 
and  with  the  weekly  evangelistic  radio 
broadcasts.  He  has  also  been  a  lec¬ 
turer  at  the  Seminary. 


pastoral  care  will  hardly  be  available 
within  the  church,  and  that  the  impact 
of  this  con^egation  on  its  community 
would  be  considerably  lessened. 

It  is  important  to  keep  in/fnind  that 
Paul  is  not  rebuking  this  piSngregation 
because  they  have  not  yhieved  some 
static  point  of  Christian  perfection. 
Rather,  he  is  deeply  distressed  that 
they  are  not  growing.  They  apparently 
have  fixated  at  such  an  infantile  level 
of  development  that  they  cannot  get 
beyond  a  divisive  expression  of  al¬ 
legiance  to  one  apostle  or  the  other. 
The  lesson  for  us  today  is  to  be  aware 
that  the  importance  of  Christian  living 
is  not  so  much  to  reach  certain  levels  of 
perfection,  but  to  remain  open  to 
spiritual  growth. 

3:4-8— Why  cultism  fails:  The  prim¬ 
ary  evidence  that  the  Corinthian 
Christians  were  not  growing  was  the 
division  of  the  congregation  into 
groups  which  paid  what  amounted  to 
an  idolatrous  allegiance  to  one  or 
another  of  the  apostles.  Paul’s  re¬ 
sponse  to  this  divisiveness  is  forcefully 
clear  to  the  “followers”  of  any  of  the 
apostles.  He  points  out  how  this  way  of 
living  out  one’s  Christian  faith  can 
only  arrest  one’s  personal  growth. 

To  the  “leaders”  he  declares  in  no 
uncertain  terms  the  destructive  pos¬ 
sibilities  in  that  form  of  Christian 
leadership.  The  cultic  leaders  and  fol¬ 
lowers  fwm  a  conspiracy  which  ulti¬ 
mately  will  be  made  manifest  and 
which  brings  destruction  upon  itself. 

In  recent  years  we  have  been  made 
acutely  aware  of  the  demonic  quality 
of  cultism  through  the  Jonestown 
tragedy  under  the  leadership  oi  Jim 
Jones.  What  we  need  to  remember, 
however^  is  that  is  is  but  the  tip  of  the 
iceberg.  It  is  all  too  easy  for  any  group 
of  believers  to  lock  in  to  a  cultic  re¬ 
sponse  to  congregational  leadership.  ^ 

This  may  revolve  around  the  pastor, 
a  teacher,  or  other  church  leaders. 
One  of  the  reasons  why  cultism  is  such 
a  temptation  is  that  it  is  a  way  of  be¬ 
coming  less  responsible  in  Christian 
living.  That  is,  we  give  our  allegiance 
to  an  individu^,  whom  we  invest  with 
our  inappropriate  authority  that  re¬ 
lieves  us  of  the  task  of  thinking  for  our- 
aelves  and  making  our  own  decisions. 
The  reason  why  cultism  inevitably 
fails  is  that  divine  qualities  are  as¬ 
cribed  to  human  leaders.  This  was  the 
point  Paul  made  when  he  sketched  out 
the  sequence  of  Christian  evangelism. 

One  individual  may  plant  the  seed  of 
faith;  another  individual  may  nurture 


with  great  care.  Redemptive  re¬ 
sponses  on  the  part  of  individuals  al¬ 
ways  are  due  to  that  Source  of  all  life, 
who  gives  the  growth.  It  is  in  this  con-, 
text  that  Paul  seems  to  depreciate  the 
significance  of  Christian  leaders. 

We  must  be  careful  to  understand 
tile  point  he  is  making  lest  we  take  out 
of  context  his  statement  that  “neither 
he  who  plants  nor  he  who  waters  is 
anything.’.’  All  too  often  Christian' 
leado's  fail  to  have  an  appropriate  ap¬ 
preciation  for  themselves  as  servants 
of  God. 

3 :9-lL  4 : 1,2— The  pvadox  of  Christ¬ 
ian  leadership:  Paul  joins  two  figures 
of  speech  as  he  elaborates  on  the  na¬ 
ture  of  Christian  leadership.  He  has 
already  referred  to  horticultural  prac¬ 
tices.  Now  he  brings  in  the  picture  of 
craftsmanship  in  the  erection  of  a 
building.  From  referring  to  himself  as 
a  “no-thing,”  Paul  swings  over  to  a 
term  which  places  great  value  on  him 
and  his  work.  The  term  is  “skilled 
master  builder.” 

ynapologetically  he  points  out  that 
the  foundation  which  he  has  laid  in  the  i 
building  of  the  church  at  Corinth  is 
non&jOther  than  Jesus  (Hhrist.  Lest  you  j 
hear  this  as  boastful,  keep  in  mind  that  ; 
he  has  just  as  clearly  pointed  out  that 
he  really  is  not  anything  in  the  process 
of  evangelism  and  pastoral  nurture. 

It  helps  to  understand  Paul  to  realize 
that  in  his  deep  and  provocative  grasp 
of  Christian  life  and  service  he  can 
only  express  this  in  paradox,  that  is, 
bringing  together  what  seem  to  be  two 
opjposites. 

iTie  summary  of  this  is  found  in 
4:1,2.  Here  he  uses  two  terms  which 
seem  to  indicate  both  the  lowly  and  the 
exalted  status  of  the  Christian  leader. 
ITiat  individual  is  referred  to  both  as  a 
“servant”  of  Christ  and  as  a  “ste¬ 
ward”  of  the  mysteries  of  God.  On  the 
on^  hand,  ^e  Cliristian  leader,  just  as 
Christ,  is  indeed  of  a  lowly  and  de¬ 
spised  status  (Isaiah  53). 

On  the  other  hand,  this  steward  of 
the  mysteries  of  God  has  entrusted  to 
him/her  the  incredibly  significant, 
task  of  enabling  others  to  become 
aware  of  these  “mysteries”— that  is, 
the  grace  and  goodness  of  a  loving  God 
who  will  stoop  as  low  as  is  necessary  in 
order  to  red^m  his  creation.  Servant 
and  steward:  this  paradoxical  desig¬ 
nation  really  applies  to  every  Christ¬ 
ian,  whether  follower  or  leader.  And  4 
the  bbttom  line  is  that  each  one  “be 
'  found  trustworthy.” 


Parkway,  Tupelo,  honors  Shirley 

Pictured,  rigtit  to  left.  Murray  Crump,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Earl  Shirley,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Hamblin.  Robert  Earl  Shirley  was  honored  by  members  of’ Parkway 
Baptist  Church,  Tupeloi  when  he  completed  25  years  as  pastor  there  in  December.  He 
was  surprised  by  a  visit  .from  his  friend  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  Robert  Hamblin 
longtime  pastor  of  Tupelo  Harrisburg  and  now  a  professor  at  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
Hamblin  and  his  wife  walked  into  the  sanctuary  after  senrices  had  begun,  and 
Hamblin  filled  the  pulpit  during  the  morning  worship  service.  Murray  Crump,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  oPdeacons  at  Parkway,  presented  gifts  to  the  Shirleys  and  read  a 
poem  written  in  his  honor.  An  open  house  was  held  in  the  church  fellowship*hall 
Sunday  afternoon. 
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Jesus  as  li^ht 

By  Louie  H.  Farmer,  Jr.,  Hattiesburg 
John  1:4-10, 12:44-50 
We  take  light  for  granted.  We  accept 
the  light  of  day  as  the  normal  course  of 
events.  At  night  we  just  assiime  that 
we  can  touch  a  switch  and  have  light. 
How  many  times  when  an  electric  fuse 
has  burned  out  have  you  unconsciously 
flipped  a  light  switch  expecting  |ight  to 
find  a  replacement  fuse! 

Without  light  there  is  no  life.  Plants 
and  the  animals  that  feed  on  them 
cannot  survive  without  light. 

The  world  as  we  know  it  would  not  be 
able  to  function  without  light.  For  that 
reason  the  first  command  God  gave  in 
bringing  drder  out  of  the  chaos  M  crea¬ 
tion  was,  “Let  there  be  light”*  ((Jen. 
1:3). 

In  the  spiritual  realm  it  is  the  same. 
Jesus  said,  “I  am  the  light  of  the 
world”  (John  8:12).  Our  lessor  today 
attempts  to  show  that  Jesus  makes 
possible  the  spiritual  light  wh|ch  the 
world  needs.  j 

The  book  of  Genesis  begins  8y  stat¬ 
ing  that  God  created  the  heav^  and 
the  earth  in  the  very  beginning.  John 
begins  his  gospel  by  stating  thkt  even 
before  “the  beginning’’  the!  Word 
existed.  j 

The  term  “word”  or  logos  was  famil¬ 
iar  to  the  Greek  mind  as  an  impersonal 
philosophical  concept  used  tq  mean 
“reason”  or  “wisdom”  or  thejpower 
that  maintains  order  in  all  mation. 
John  personalizes  the  term  logos  to 
mean  Christ.  This  Logos  was  not  only 
before  creation  but  was  erf  divine  na¬ 
ture.  Through  him  all  things  were 
created.  1 

I.  The  Light  comes  to  men  (John  1 :4- 
10) 

A.  The  light  in  darkness  (Jerim  1:4- 
5).  “In  him  was  life;  and  the  life  was 
the  light  of  men.”  This  is  admittedly  a 
difficult  verse  to  understand. 

ITie  Logos  was  the  sogree  of  life.  AU 
life  came  into  existence  through  him 
and  is  sustained  by  him.  In  this  life  was 
the  light  (rf  men.  The  term  “light”  here 
means  the  rjevealer  of  God.  When  light 
comes  into  the  darkness  of  ni^t  things 
are  revealed  that  could  not  be  seen  be¬ 
fore.  So  it  is  when  the  light  of  God 
shines  in  the  darkness  of  the  world. 
“Shineth”  in  verse  five  is  the  continu¬ 
ous  present  tense  indicating  that  the 
light  continually  shines  in  the  world.  ^ 
“And  the  darkness  comprehends  it 
not.  ”  The  Greek  word  fw  comprehend 
means  “to  make  one’s  own,”  “to  take 
into  one’s  self.”  It  is  renda-ed,  a  bit 
loosety.  various  translations  by  “the 


darkness  has  not  overcome  It,”  “has 
not  put  it  out,”  “can  never  extinguish 
it,”  6r  “did  not  appropriate  it.” 

B.  Witness  of  the  light  (John  1:|4). 
God  sent  John  the  Baptist  to  tell  the 
world  about  the  one  who  was  to  bfing 
light  to  the  world.  There  were  those 
who  would  have  taken  John  for  the 
Messiah  but  it  was  made  clear  thht  he 
was  only  to  witness  to  the  light  in  order 
that  all  men  might  believe. 

C.  Ihe  true  light  (John  1:9--10).  In 
line  with  the  witness  of  John  the  Bap¬ 
tist,  the  true  Light  gave  light  for  every 
man  in  the  world.  He  was  in  the  world 
which  was  made  by  him  but  that  world 
did  not  accept  him.  The  spiritual 
blindness  of  the  wolrld  prevented  men 
from  recognizing  the  Light.  ; 

II.  The  Light  sent  by  commandment  of 
God  (John  12:44-50), 

A.  Relationship  of  Jesus  to  the 

Father'  (John  12:44-45).  In  modern 
days  when  we  have  pgblic  addre^  sys¬ 
tems  we  find  it  difficult  to  understand 
the  meaning  of  the  Greek  word  trans¬ 
lated  “cried”  in  verse  44.  It  indicates  a 
loud  voice*  meant  to  project  to  the 
crowds  and  which  usually  involved 
teaching.  So  it  was  that  Jesus  spbke 
out  to  tell  the  crowds  that  faith  in  him 
was,  in  reality,  faith  in  the  Father  who 
sent  him.  He  went  a  step  further  and 
said  that  those  who  had  seen  him  had 
seen  the  Father.  / 

B.  Jesus’  purpose  (John  12:46-48). 
Jesus  said  he  was  the  light  that  wqsi 
sent  into  the  world.  This  light  Was  sent 
in  order  that  those  who  believe  in  him 
might  not  continue  ip  darkness  but 
might  obtain  moral  vision.  The  dark¬ 
ness  would  be  rolled  back  for  them  and 
they  could  live  in  the  bright  spiritual 
light. 

Jesus  declared  that  he  was  sent  into 
the  world  to  save  men  and  not  to  judge 
those,  who  refused  to  believe  m  him. 
Hiat  judgment  will  come  in  the  last 
day.  It  was  not  his  pui’pose  at  that 
time.  Later  Jesus  interpreted  his  pur¬ 
pose  further  by  saying,  “I  am  come 
that  they  might  have  life,  and  Uiat  they 
might  have  it  more  abundantly”  ( John 
10:10).  Again  in  Luke  19:10  he  said, 
“For  the  Son  of  Man  is  come  to  seek 
and  to  save  that  which  was  lost.” 

C.  Source  of  Jesus’  message  (John 
12:49-50)  Jesus  claimed  authenticity 
by  stating  that  his  message  was  not 
just  his  own  but  what  the  Father  had 
commanded  him  to  speak.  The  light, 
spread  by  the  message  of  Jesus,  on  or¬ 
ders  from  the  Father  contained  the 


way  to  life  everlasting. 

Application:  One  afternoon  when  I 
walked  into-the  library  of  the  Baptist 
Student  Center  there  sat  one  of  our 
very  talented,  but  totalty  blind,  stu¬ 
dents  listening  to  her' tape  recorder 
and  typing  on  her  Braille  typer.  In  a 
I  teasing  manner  to  which  she  was  ac- 
.customed  and  which  she  unders^x)d^ 
asked  her,  “Why  don’t  you  turn  the 
light  on?”  She  replied,  “I  just  thought 
it  was  on.”  This  young  lady  is  unbe- 
I  lievably  independent  and  has  learned 
to  do  much  without  light  that  you  and  I 
could  not  do  without  light.  She  caiwop- 
erate  without  realizing  that  the  light  is 
hot  shining.  However,  with  all  her  in¬ 
dependence  in  regard  to  physical  light 
she  still  is  very  dependent  on  Jesus  for 
spiritual  light.  Wi^ll  are  dependent  on 
Jpsus  as  the  light  of  the  world. 

Shiloh  dedicates 
education  annex 

I 

Shiloh  Baptist  Church,  Alcorn 
County,  on  Dec.  20,  dedicated  a  new 
annex,  debt  free.  The  project  was 
started  Ih  June  of  1981  with  a  “pay-as- 
you-go”  plan.  With  interest  rates  so 
high  it  was  decided  to  build  without 
borrowing  even  though  it  might  take  a 
little  longer  to  complete.  With  limited 
funds  available  costs  were  held  down 
in  every  way  possible.  The  men  of  the 
church  were  divided  into  work  teams 
to  do  all  the  unskilled  labor.  One  skil- 
le<l  carpenter  was  employed  to  super¬ 
vise  the  work  and  some  contracts  were 
let  on  parts  of  the  job. 

The  total  project  was  divided  into 
four  phases  with  the  cost  of  each  phase 
being  pledged  by  church  members  and 
paid  for  by  completion. 

It  took  about  six  months  to  build  and 
pay  for  the  1600  feet  of  floor  space 
which  includes  a  kitchen^  fellowship 
hall,  and  three  classrooms. 

“I  have  been  involved  in  several 
church  building  programs,  but  never 
have  I  seem  a  better  spirit  of  coopera¬ 
tion  and  participation  than  the  Shiloh 
people  have  given,”  states  Horace 
Thomas,  pastor.  The  Building  Com¬ 
mittee  was  composed  of  Leiman  Wil¬ 
banks,  chairman,  Casey  Luker,  Danny 
Mask,  Jimmy  Williams,  and  Tommy 
Kennedy. 

Trying  tb  squash  a  rumor  is  like  try¬ 
ing  to  unring  a  bell .— Shana  Alexander 


